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President Sadat on a
working visit to Bonn

resident Sadat’s 31 March visit to

Bonn was a working visit without
the red carpet treaiment. 1t was almost 2
year to the day since the Egyptmn leader
puld Bonn his first officinl visit.

Egypt's relations with the West have
steadily Improved since President Sadat
ousted his predecessor's pro-Soviet advi-
sers in May 1971,

Yet Egypt's finest hour when, in the
wake of the October 1973 Yom Kippur
War, President Sadat was a principal in-
termediary in the Middle East conflict
and grew increasingly important in Wes-
tern cyes, is fast receding into the dim
und distani past. Does the West really
need President Sadat any longer?

This query is made without the
slightest intention of being cynival. In
forcign affairs diplomatic routine is fre-
quently. nr.-_ing.ga:hmds with common
SUNSe.

Since the Kissinger era European di-
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ploﬁmls have grown accustomed ‘o

luking President Sadat seriously as an'
opposile humber, but the Egyptlan lea-,

% . der will no longer be able lo slvo a poll-

cy of gradual improvemenls in the Mh:l-I
dle East snuuuon that extra nudge need-:

_ ¢d for it to gain gencral ncceptance..

- The vely idva is now past history.. Sy—
rm and Jordan are no Ionger interested

L Neither are the Israelis,

If President Sadal were to i'esume lhe

slatus of a"key. diplomatic ﬁgure in‘any;’

new round of Middle East talks it would

no doubt serve to boost his personal
prestige, but this does not necessarily
mean that the West should try to ensure
that the Egyptian leader s chosen for
the par.

Configurations are quick to change in
the Middle East, Only a few weeks ago
Botin Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich
Genscher harbourcd hopes of a change
of hearl on the Paleslinians’ part, ex-
pressly mentioning the fucl to Arab di-
plomats,

The tensely-awaitd conference of the
Palestinian  National Council, which
ended in Cairo on 20 March, dashed
such hepes with a vengeance. The PLO
seems determined to ight on until final
victory.

The Egyption government has since
intimated in no uncertain terms that it
docs not consider itself the Palestinians’
wel-nurse. Al presenf President Sadat is
hardly in a position to bring much po-
litival pressure 1o beur on the Palestine
Liberution Ornganisation, in which ex-
tremists have the upper hand.

- So at the moment the Egyptian leuder
hardly seems shortlisted for the role of
intermediary in further contacts with the
Palestinians. But Egypt nonetheless re-
mains a focal point of Western diplo-
mats in the Middie East for two other
TCASONS,

. For years to come lhe industrialised
countries will rely on substantial oil im-
ports from the Amb world, particularly
Saudi Arabia.

No one in Europe knows much about
Saudi Arabia, ‘bul Arab polilicians ap-
preciate how. potentially unstable the
kingdom is. Were Anwar Sadat, the
level-headed stalesman, to be replaced in
Cairo by a man in Colonel Gaddul'ys
mould, the Saudi throne would be in
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Egyptlan Presilent Anwar Sadat, left, and President Walter Scheel arriving at Schaal’s
residence, President Sadat was in Bonn on 31 March on the first stop of a week-long

tour which took him to Bonn, Paris and Washington

jeopardy, and so would the sum total of
oil supplivs to the Wst,

So tlils courtiy-woriddo-wett“to-fond——¥oars-

the Egyptian cconomy generous support,
and President Sadat remains an impor-
tant political partner from Bonn's point
of view too.

In  Janwary Egypl's  pro-Moscow
Communists tried to oust him by means
of a mass uprising. Cuiro's experiments
in multi-party democracy were to be su-
perseded by a Marxist dictatorship along
Easl European lines.

Forlunately the coup failed and Pre-
sident Sadat is now firmly back in con-
trot.

Six years ago he ‘singlchandedly cast
off the trammels of the lnte President
Nasser's power apparatus. entirely with-

US State Sectetary Vance In Bonn . ©

US Secratary of State Cyrus Varice, laft, pletured during hlk: in Bonn wlth Chanhllor

Helmut Schmidt, centrd, end Forelgn Minister. Hans Districh Gersoher on

the ouitcome

of tha Istest SALT. 1| nagotlations between the US aiid the Sovist Union aver. nrahglc
srms curbs. Vnmms on a-tour of the main West European capitals. - .- | .,

(Photos: dpo)
oul oulside assistanee nnd by mcans of o
pulitical tour de force lasling several

For some time this urn of events
proved difficult to anticipate even in
Cairo itsell. Musa Subri, an Egyptian
journalist who is one of the President’s
close associates, recently edited a volume
of imporant source documents that
shed light on the way in which Presi-
dent Sadat accomplished this fear.

Yot even without going into the finer
delails il is appreciated in the West that
President Sadat is in fevour of patlia-
nentary frecdom.

In recent years Western Europe has
done much to nurlure tiie lender shoots
of democracy in countries siuch s
Greece, Portugnl and Spain. The fate of
democracy in Egypt cannot he immate-
rml to Furope elither. | _

" The process of democratisation in
Egypt may not measure wp to much by
Ewropean yardsticks but open criticism
can now be levelled in the Egyptian par-
liament at Ministers, the Premier and
even the head of State, and that is
saying, something.

Not for more than a quarter o[ 4 cen-
tury has there been so much freedem in
the country.

President .Sadat is a mon who - can
lake. ond; indeed relishes, a. frank ex-
change of vicws. Recenl .meetings -be-
iween:the Bonn and -Cairo Foreign Min-
isters were masked -by loo many trile

phmses; There: w3 too much resoundins
verbmse and too Jittle' ment. ' '

President Sadal’s - visit to Bonn \\Ill
have. represenied.a . welcome: gpporiunity
of conlinuing where he ond Helmut
Schmidl left off a year ago.

- The Middle Enst will be bacl. on the
forelgn alfairs agenda this year as ever,
not only in Cairo, bul -niso- in-Whashing-
ton, Moscow and Bonn. Marsid Vocke.

i . (Frikfurier Allgomialné Zallung
Nl' Dﬂllclil.lmlu a Hll'ch 1317)
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Chélﬂenge to Parliamentary Systém a

. major item at Anglo-German talks

It was no coincidence (hat thie largest

conference chamber at this years
Anglo-Federal Republic talks in K&nigs-
winter on tho Rhine was reserved debates conducted
for a working party on The Challenge to
the Parliamentary System,

Mr Callaghan’s Labour government
had just survived by the skin of its teeth
8 Conscrvative-sponsored vote of no-
confidence at Westminster, but only by
coming to ferms with Mr Steels baker's
dozen of Liberal MPs.

In this country the Bonn coalition of
Social and Free Democrais has also
taken a few knocks and owes Its survival
o an Opposition that seems to be in
even greater disarray.

All over Europe minorily governments
now scem to be the rule rather than the
exceplion, Everywhere organised groups

are making headway in the political va-
cuum feft behind by the panies that

have traditionally commanded mass ap-
peal,

For years the main item on the Konigs-
winter agenda wes forelgn affairs and
security. This year it turned out to be
the domestic crisis of European democ-
racy.

Labour MP John Mclntosh put the
problem in o mutshell. “Everywhere” he
noted, “lobbies and pressure groups are
circumventing parfianmients in order to
bring direct influence to bear on po-
venments,”

In this country demonstrators and
vaimpafgners arc edsily vutflanhing a So-
cial Demo;gatic government on the left  Rolf Breitenstain, the author of this
of the political spectrum. They organise  erticle, racantly retired from the diplo-
sil-ins on sites earmarked for nuclear matle service after a fiveysar tour gs
power stations and cven resort to the Press offlcer st the Fedarsl Republic's
courts of law to force the authorities to  @mbassy in London, He is also a former
bring on-site construction work to a Frenkfurter Rundschay corraspondant in
halt, _ London end hera summarises his views

The state, one can but conclude, hag % Sifferences  between
grown less and less mindful of the catintrles,

hardships faccd_ and the desires cherigh- People in. Britain and this lcountry

ed by tl_1e man in the street. have much in common, yet Ihci

Elechqns have come to _he.z_qga__rded 15 reawin easy to distinguish. Their hair-

a mere ritual. The _major political‘parties  cuts, their trousers, their entire lives are
;.'er;e cu_rren.tlglf dt:!ng no niore than fashioned differently.

arsing integration; innovation scems The-Germans live in the heart of |

u-

tolhave been forgolten, ' rope on territoty that has no natural

s there gny hope for the parliamen-  frontiers, Their history has for the niost

::]ary system? The conelusion reached at part been a matter of either unbounden

Klgnl ;v:&%—:er:&?w aa:n:u:l t1I1J|und ﬁ{)f exgansion' or a painstaking restoration ¢f

autious affir- ehi i £

mation, Subect 10 s peovine order behind unnatural frontiers.

The proviso was that parliaments  Europe and on islands surrounded by a

must stop merely rubber-stamping deci-  frontier the ! ai
sion reached by faceless civil servants, » thit could hardlybemore natural

They must also grasp the ‘opportunity ¢
presented by the failure of government
and the dissatisfaction felt by the eice-
{orate, :
P'arlinments will come into their own
again if only they succéed in articulating
the interests of society and thereby re-
gain part of the power forfeiled to the
execulive since the Second World War,
- Europe’s energy probioms constituted
lll.e second focal point of the Kdnigs-
winter agenda, the arguments voiced {n
.thls context nowadays very mueh. form-
ing perl and parcel of the staple diet of
debate, ' . ct
Four years have possed sinee the oil
ctists came- homo 1o roost, but the
K&nigswinter talks, while inciuding any
numbor of jeremiads and fine-sounding
appeals, . feiled 1o -come up with either
unalyses or proposals that might have
convinced in cqual measure pessimists

power and apostles of growth.

assessiment of the pros and cons,

struction of the ecologieal balance,
Yet is it really true, as one Britis

energy shortfall of 400 gigawatts by th
tum of the century?

power stations per annum in the mean

every nyclear power station that is oper
ational in Western Europe.

would soonest keep foreignefs "ot ‘too;
there are others.who have fashioncd is-
lands of the British way of life all over
the world, espechlly in Iridla.’ The Em-
pire wes. never much more than a pat,
teim of lslands of this kind. !

Conguest, o o

- This phenomenon’ s ‘an", interesting
exatnple of : how, in a given historlc si-
tuation, existerice begins to colour awn-.

{ashion patterns of existence.
ifestetions of . this island mentality, -My

one-family- residence:— and be it only g
council house, L :

and opfimisis; opponents of nuclear

At Konigswinter, as in all energy
in recent years,
visions of the apocalypse proved more
telling than ¢ down-to-earth, sceptical

The one side argued that we face the
prospect of a truly stupendous energy
shortfall, while the other reckoned that
to take the nuclear plunge would be to
court disaster in the form of total de-

h

spexker climed, that even if cnergy
consumption declines there will be an

C

']‘he alternative, he malntained, was 1o
build twenty 1,000-megawatt nuclear

time. Yet 20.900 megawalts — o year,
mind you — is the rough equivalent of
the total current output of each and

In all other respects most British de-
legates viewed the prospect with cqua-
nimily. North Sea oil is beginning to
flow rather than Irickle, and Britain is
increasingly fuscinated by the ides of

the  two

- The British live on the outskists 'of

There are those who' wWould never:
ream of setting foot ‘aufside Brifainiand

The Britigh. Isles have been on the -
tmap for as long ag anyone can remem- '
ber, and the British have developed an®
Islabd menitality ever since the Norman '

reness and awarencss begins visibly to -
There can be no mistaking the man-

homa.is not only my costle, it is also 3. -

being the oil sheikh of the Comumon -

Market.
Both sides certainly agreed that re-

search into non-nuclear energy sources )

ought fo be 'funded more generously
than has hitherto been the case.

The Bonn Ministry of Rescarch arid
Technology has earmarked royghly 1,000
million deutschmarks for nuclear re-
search this yeuar but set aside a mere 300
n_ﬂllion marks for research into alterna-
tive sources of cnergy.

Topics populur at past Kdnigswinter
talks were dealt with in a distinctly low
key. The first Jday of talks coincided
with the twentieth anniversary of the
'l:realy of Rome. Twenty years ago Brit-
ain - was still very much orientated
towards splendid isolation and the spe-
cial relationship with the United States.

Nowadays Brilish membership of the
EEC is, of course, taken for granted, but
lhe Europe of the Marketeers' dreams
has receded well beyond (he political
horizon.

No mention as made at Kénigswinter
of the Europcan Monetary Union, let
alone of political integration. How much
cconomic inlegration, delegates wonder-
ed, will have to be forgone in order Lo
uccommondnte new would-be members

Britons and Germans have much in common,
but there are discernible differences

Chifdren wear school unifornts and g0
on fo form a lifelong link with their
college or their regiment, They arc also
elther C of E or chapel, (Church-of En-
g!and or nonconformist), and distinctly
different in their forms of worship and
denominational traditons from those
current in Europe, L

They ulso join a club (“the pcr‘fcct
way of .combining the drawbacks of ‘so-
cial life with the boredom of solititle™
which is designed to catér for‘the needs
of a specific social catdgqry. N

individually and among . their own

Kind the British. keep their distance
from others, and both gs individuals and
a5 a nation they are accustomed to a
polu'y of non-intervention, of “splendid
isolation™,

Is British socicty & closs sociely? Yes,
but this definition is too rough-liewn,

_ Distinctions are more subtle, Take, for

instance, Oxbridge.

... The wnivorsities of Oxford and Em-
“»rifidge’ate undeniable Islands of acdde:

mic excellence against the background
of edication as a whole. Yet not only do
the two shun cach. qthers company,
they also subdivide ‘into-a’myriad of se-
porate cofleges, . . il . o

" Each  college..is- concenled from: thé
oulside world by bigh, walls :and subdis
-‘vided' within with .the bullt-to-last fina):
ify of an ants' nest or a corl reef, © -
-Free and imaginative thought . has
prospered withln these ‘confines over the

centuries. Newton's. dlscovery of . 'the
laws Bl ‘gravily : heralded é-'h_wnbﬁ :iia:
Byron's decision to keep a bear os a pet

. Ot colloge because dogs and cats’ were

prohibited Is-an Iristanee of b echana.

“tric views. \

~‘Within. such conf-i:ﬁt.a;_-:dbn;hiunfn : lo
threatens to grind to & haly; to bet:I%; i:
-ritual. or to “cease  altogether, - in: which

—

such as Portugal, Greece and later 8

. Jean Monnet and the men ypy
instrumental in seiting up the Comp
Market envisaged membership g
ing _rellnquishlng day by day 3 litte
vereigniy.

One British delegate at Kﬂnigsv.ir;.*-
was reminded by this compariu ¢
slimming cure. 1t was, he safd, 45 ‘
you shoulder a sacred trust, but s,
to the bathroom scales only to findg;
it has made no difference Whater ;
your weight, '

Might not direct ciections o ek

* fopean Parliament give the EEC aff,
once MPs included such olfslanfy
parliamentarians as Willy Brand, fz:
cois Mitterrand and Shirlcy Wil

A Federal Republic delegate vis.
lhe prospect with scepticism, He |
grave misgivings about transformingt
Tomb of the Unknown Parjiamen;
into a politicul graveyards of bt
known names.

Direct clections, he pointed oul, &
not disguise the fact that the Eun:
Parliament is powerless in many
respects,

Why, for that matler, should g
ments share their privilegos with
pranational institution when they:
everywhere fighting tooth and neil e
tain power? By no means every paf
coalition in power is as fucky as Mr(i
faghan in being able to fall back mi
“strategic reserve™ of Liberal MPps.

East-West tics and detente have ke
features of the Konigswinter agend fe
years. They reminded one Brtish &

Continued on page 4

case the entire structure is i danger ¢
collapse.

The lives of Britons and Germans 3
built on dilferent foundations thal cor
spond to a different outlook on life &
a different concept of freedom.

For Germans freedom is 8 sph}m

concept to which one aspires. This ki
truc of Goetho.as.it is of the Ger*
workingman, who is etemally onk
point of achieving sularied or civil®
vant status,
! For :the British freedom .relotes!
something clso between which and @
sell one draws a line, not to say uff
linction. This “something else” s UF
ated even though it may not bé uw*
stood, o

In Britain thére ure millions of ¥t
ingmen who are firmly commitief®
the working class and, should prop®

.Continued on page 3 : -
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Poland has recenily been swept by an

orchestrated wave of anti-German
_sentiment which subsided as quickly as
it came tu a head.

“Spontaneous outrage™ was voiced at
shopfloor meetings and in a newspaper
campaign, only to fade away as suddenly
a3 it hed come to the. [are.

Warsaw called off the entire campaign
and the curtain fell, leaving' Bonn® won-
dering what the purpose might possibly
have been. )

It was evidently nol linked to specific
demands. Shopfloor resolutfons and news-
paper reporis contalned no pointer to
this effect. .

There are, wo are given Lo understund,
no current negotiations: that might in-
volve fresh financial or politiclal com-
mitments required of this country.

Relutions have grown quite extensive
and there is no need for indecent haste,
So the perfortnance does nol appear to
iave been connected in any way with
bilateral considerations of any major dip-
lomatic lmport.

The cumpaign may, of course, hawe
been Intended first and foremost for
domestic consumplion. Polish Party leo.
tler Edward Gierck may have had com-
pelling domestie reasons for pointing an
accusing finger at hogyman Houn,

Poland’s cconomic problems are as
intractable us ever, and Mr. Gierek's
position Is as unchellanged s that of a
high-wire artist aloul o attempt the sal-
to mortale, :

Warsaw has, morcover, been urged by
other Communist countries to do some-
thing aboul the civit rights movement

Il FOREIGN AFFAIRS

- Bonn puzzled by Warsaw’s
anti-German campaign

with which thic Polish lender nppear to
have been prepared to achieve o modus
vivendi.

Poland's neighbours . hgve . for some
time viewed signs of & modicum of libe-
ralism with undisguised mistrust. The
anti-Bonn vampaign may have been in-
terded to counter Lhis sentiment, |

AL the same time, however, Wursuw
will have wanted lo try to see wether
there has been any change in Bonu's al-
titude towands Poland.

Last June Mr Gierck was uccorded u
cordinl receplion in Lhis country, since
when relations have reverted (o a routine
hasis.

Staff ut the Polish mission in Cologne
may even have suspecled that this coun-
try is less well-disposed towanls Warsaw
than it hus been in recent years,

The strength of such evidence as they
might have put forward is, however, luss
indivative of trends in this vountry than
of the sensitive niture of relations be-
tween the two countrivs.

Warsaw was upset thal a court in
Hugen, Westphalia, wis winsious to clari-
fy the course of events in Lamsdorf
trnsit camp. During the postewar expul-
sion of Genmuns from Polapd o large

e e et e

nwuber of German nationals are reputed
to have died at this camp.

Poland is deubtless fess worried by
the individual instance thun by the
thought that the enlire context of expul-
sion might be recalled.

The Polish government would prefer
such excesses a5 might have occurred to
be conveniently forgotten In view of
German behaviour towards Poland and
by the terns of what might be termed a
historic and moral aninesty.

On the other hand Poland faits to see
why Lrinls af war cirminals in this coun-
try are increasingly being quashed be-
cawse ol lack of evidence or because the
aceused are wllogedly no longer In o fit
stale to stamu trial. '

By no meany all the evidence P'oland
is prepared to supply is being used, it is
clnimed. Ff this country wanted to sct
the record struight it could no doubt
sturl procevdings against alleged Polish
wir criminals, but it is hard 1o see what
goou! this wouk! do now.

Poland also notes that the Bonn go-
vernment has failed to fulfil its underta-
king to rewrite school texthooks. At the
end of Mr Giereks visit to this country
Chaneellor Schimidt untertook o do his
best to ensure that “the recommenda-

tions of the Joint textbook commission
are adopted.”

As it happens, the Federal povem-
ment has no mandatory powers in this
context. States ruled by Social Demogra-
tic govemments are prepared to accept
the recommendations, wheras slates go-
vemed by the Bonn Oppsilion parties
are less enthusiastic,

Christian Democrats point out that
the recommendations are governed less
Ly historical truth than by considera-
tions of political oppartuneness.

Waursaw is also upset that migrants
from Polund by virtoe of German ex-
traclion are officiully registered in this
country a8 expeliees. This entitles them
to the nppropriate - documenis and legat
righls. . :

Here the Poles’ wre surcly muking a
political mountain out of on administra-
tive molehill. They similacly note that in
official ddocuments the city of Lodz is
ocvcasionally dJesignated by ils urtificial
Nuzi name, Lilzmannstadt,

¥et they seemingly atiach less impor.
tance to the fact that there Is sald to
have been a map with the outlines of
the old frontiers of the German Reich al
4 Christian Democratic purty conference.

The Poles do, however, tuke exceplion
lo the activities of a pressure group
chiming lo represent landowners in Su-
Jeten Germiamy and the German Eustern
territorics.

This strange organiswtion appears to
have issucd forms with the uid of which
former Tand- andd property-owners hase

Continued on paga 4
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Continued from page 2
fail 10 materiadise, are prepared to con-
<ole themselves with the wornds of John
Milton “They, alap_serve swhe only. st
amd widl”

There are many definitions of the «dil.
ferences belween the British and CGer-
man ways of life, Germans tend to think
and act on principle, whereas the British
wre given fo w4 pragmalic approach.

Germans invariably want to transform
thesis and antithesis into the Hepelian
synthesis, whereas the British regard
synthesis as Hittle more than an inter-
lude, '

Germans are  intenl on  achieving
harmony, whereas the Brilish are orien-
tated more towards conflict. Yet the un-
bounden striving after harmony can lead
to the chaos of the Gotterdummerung,
whereas the rule of conflict can lead to
the emergence of “fair play™ and a sense
of order. C :

Conflict situations underscore the vir-
tues of tolerance, whereas the striving
after harmony' can induce the striver to
condone lotalitarianism.,

Put In terms more specific 'and more
to the polnt, in Germany minorities run
the risk of heing terroriscd and wiped
out by the majority. Think, for instance,
of the fute of the Jews consigned to the
gas chamber.

In Britain, on the other hand, the ma-
jority runs the risk of being terrorised
and paralysed by minorities. Take, for
instance, the recent sirikes by a handful
of ‘workers who succeeded in preventing
the printing of The Timces or leying low
entire corporations. .

This ingight into the price Britain ha
to pay for ils version of frcedoin brings
us to the root cause of the much-vaunt-
cd but seldom understood “English
sivkness”, .

It is the same root cause that. in its
duy enabled Britain to pioneer the in-
dustrial revolution, .establish Britain’s
economic predominance and lay the

. foundations’ of - the " much-admired Bri-
lish way of life. - :

In 1770 Adam Smiths Weafth of
Nativas paved the way for Uw industeiad
cra, anainly because his postulte ol in-
dustey as the suufee of sl wealth and of
the division of lubour as the meuns of
exploiting this source of wealth to the
full in Brituin had an immadiate effect.

The general principle of freedom by
vietue of, kel us say. dilferentiation was
transformed, in the ecehomic vontest,
into specialisation lewding o an increase
n oniput by keaps ind bounds.

Two hundred years later Britain had

declined to the role of an ailing indus-
triul nution. with a declining standard of
living. This was mainly the resull of
Britain's social und economic structure
proving less suiled lo the tonsformation
to a later stage of {he industrial revolu-
tion thun those of . its competitors.
notably the United States, this country
and Jopan.
- This Stage Two of the industrial re-
volution may be charmcterised by the as-
sembly line, by product standardisation,
stundardisation of labour and consump-
tion, not to mention that of labourers
and consumers.

Karl Marx secricusly underestimated
the stability of a coral -reef hy the name
of . Great Britain when he [orecust im-
minent proletorian revelution.

A few yeurs ago there were rumours
of private armics and an imminent coup
in Brilain. These rumours proved - hase-
less, but so may reports that. with North
Sea oil rofling in, -Britain is on the brink
of un economic miracle. .

North Seu oil is. proving a.sluggish
commodity and Britain would: be only
loo happy il ¢il revenue were . to-plug
the hulnee-of paymetits gap by 1980 or
50, ' . ) 1 . ' I
© Oil'will not change eslablished stric-
fures cither, although it might induce an
atmosphere that is more conducive lo
change — which In itsell .would repre-
sent a substantiat gain.. - . .

Three current social - trends should
prove of far grester importance for the
Jutore shape of Biitish: society:

- the imtraduction of comprehensise
educailon a3 4 means of beaking down
whiss boundanes of e provina-
tianal wysivm,

I.\'ll.h.l'

Foreign observers tend Lo Teel that the
tramsition is progressiae far too slowly,
Beasine nomind Ul Brbadin - inoat the
deep end evonomtically. Bul pativiee and

~ Lhe debule on indusirial democracy
as a means of drawing workers and em-
ployers closer together — Britain's
accession to the European Commuulty as
a means of leading the country out of its
isolation on the outskirts of Europe.

All three trends run counter o estah-
lished patterns and are thus maost con-
troversial. There are mimy returding fac-
tors. of course, '

Many teachers, not to mention parents
and pupils, lament the problems en-
counlered in cohnection with the intro-
duction of comprehensive schools.

The Bullock Report on industrial
democracy has so far foiled to' induce
¢ither management or shopfloor, in the-
eenis, to view integration more favou-
rably,

Four years and a referendum after
Britaln joined the EEC many people
still regard the Common -Market as a
kind of late colonial milch—cow or an
inevilable nuisonce rather than a stimu-
lus Lo more intensive inlegration.

And as for the somewhat nebulous

concept of devolution, it too- has more
to do with the traditional search for
freedom in differentiation and delach-
ment than with 3 wore up-to-date view-
point.
- Yel diehird though old-established
traditions may ‘be, there aré signs that
their demise is in the offing: Miny of
the okl London*¢élubis tire hnvirg - to tlose
and 'lhe bulldozers are ot ‘work changlng
the fate of lie entiné country.' . -

Under the inflience of the' United
Stdtos’ and the Continent Moluding; of
course, the Federal Republic of Germany
Britalns class soclely 15 sowly’ being
transformed ‘Into a secicly-of consensus.

Already many people 16 longer régard
peacefime coalitions or & slep Inthe
direction of proportional ' réprésentatiori
as stuff and nonsense, - S

vonsideration prove their ftrue worlh
when times are harl.

It would e unwise for this country to
bombard Britain with bright ideas anel
to suggest that haste is not necessarily
imlecent.

It is, when all is suid and Jone, illogi-
cal to lament the decline und fall of Old
England on the one hund while criticis-
ing Britain on the other for insufficient
appreciation of what is deemed up-to-
date.

It would, however, do no harm to
show Britoin how jndustriul democracy,
federalism and a version of proportional
representation work in this country —
without, of course, insisting on copy-
right or suggesling that the German way
is the only possible solulion to -the
problems involved.

Britain and Germany are hending in
different directions. In Britain establish-
ed patterns are being dismantled, wilh
the result that minorities such as Brit-
ain's coloured community no longer
feels us sure of the tolerance of the ma-
Jority as it vsed to. - A :

"In the Federal Republic ‘social struc-
tures are growing more rigid, with the
result thal the majority is less safe from
being paralysed by 2 minority such as air
safely control officers than it uscd fo be.

This swing of the pendulum In différ.
férenl dirgetions renders understanding
belwedn our iwo. péoples’ even_ more ‘dif-
ficult and eved more Indispensable than
might otherwise be the cose. .

_Like poles may attract but, to swilch
melaphors, they, also havg liltle to say to
ench other, Communication 13 the result
of differences, People In Dritain and this
country -are, similar, enough 1o exerclse;a
mutus! attraction yel sufficiently differ.
enl.fo, have something lo say. lo ‘esch
olher._ + v o Rolf Breltenstein -

| (Frank fuster Rundschen, 35 Maroh 1977)
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CDU ta_kes over the SPD
stronghold of Frankfurt

Tho CDU landslide victory In the state
of Hesse local government elections
has eamned Dr Walter Wallmann (CDU)
the Mayoralty of the city of Frankfurt,
traditionally an SPD stronghold.

The election success came as a suiprise
to Dr Walter Wallmann, a former judge
and son of a secondary school teacher.

In fact, it is quite conceivable that he
might secretly have hoped (hat the
CDU, while giining ground in the
Hesse muncipal clections, would fail to

Mayor Rudi
Arndt resigns

udi Amdt (SPD), Mayor of Frank-

furt until the recent CDU landslide
victory in the lesse muncipal clections,
has a reputation for political tenacity
and for having a skin which, though
thick, has a sort of “Teflon effect™,
meaning that nothing sticks to it.

Due to these qualitics, it seemed 35 if
Frankfurt's fifth post-war Mayor had a
guarantee that he would grow old in
office. When Rudi Arndt, 50, relinquish-
ed his post as Hesse Minister of Cco-
nomic Affairs In favour of the Frankfurt
Mayoralty in 1972, the latter job was ge-
nerally considered a “gateway lo death™,

And, indeed, Arndt's predecessor,
Walter Mdller, died of a heart attack.
And another predecessor, Willi Brunder,
wrecked his health in this post and died
s & result.

Wemer Bockelmann withdrew from
office in a state of iotal exhaustion and
opted for the more quiet post at the Fe-
demtion of German Cities in Cologne,
Walter Kolb, the first post-war Mayor,
also wrecked his health and died in
office.

The lethal chain has been broken by
Rudi Arndt, who relinquished his office
as a result of a lost election,

Tragically, the thoroughbred politician
has to abandon the task of his life, na-
mely the city of Frankfurt, at a moment
when Frankfurt, for the first time since
the [ifties, had reason to hope that the
prediclion of ils becoming “even .less
habitable than the moon" would not
come ine. :

Herr Amdt improved the financial si-
tuation of this country’s mest indebled
major city,

_He was also the motivating force be-
h_md the creation of the “Frankfurt En-
vironment Association” which made sy-
pra-regional environment planning poss-
ible in the Rhine-Main area, ‘

Bul Amdt was also the man who
cashed the 200,000-deutschmark contri-
bution to his parly and who failed 1o
take the necessily of properly entering
this amount in the books seriously; and
it was afso he who piayed a role in af-
fairs that led to the formation of three
Hesse Slate Parliament Enquiy Com-
mittees in connection with the Helaba
(Hesse State Bank) and similar affajrs,

His premature resignation (he could
have remained in office notwithstanding
the election ‘tesults) came under the In-
fluence of the psychological shock and-a
personal political cotostrophe. But this
resignation will enrich rather than Im-
poverish the municipal séene of Frank-
furt since Amdt will be joining the City

Parliament as a member of the Opposi-
{ion, Hans MHellmuth Kannenberg
{KoIner Stadt-Anzefger, 23 Marck 1917)

gchieve an absolute majority over the
SPD/FDP Coalition when his parly told
him to campaign in Frankfurt as o votc-
gelter.

Now Dr Wallmann has to abandon
his succesful career in Bonn. But this is
no problem for him, for e has always
been a man of many parts. In fact, only
once did he suffer political defeat within
his own party, That was twelve years ago
when he wanted to become Stote
Chairman of Hesse of the Junge Union
(the CDU’s young people’s branch) and
was defeated by Heinz Riesenhuber.

Dr Wallmann, a law graduate, went
into politics in 1966, He became a
member of the State Parliament and
chariman of the Domestic Affirs
Commititee.

Soon after he made a name for
himselfl when, in a State Parliament
dellsnle, he called out to the then Pre-
mier of Hesse: “Mr Prime Minister, you
are faced with the shards of your poli-
cy”. But for a few years the SPD
managed to glue these shards together.

Dr Wallmann has been a mayor once
before — though only on paper. In 1970
he was elected Mayor of Marburg by the
CDU, FDP and the Free Voters' Asso-
clation. But the election had to be repea-
ted due to a formality. The FDP broke
away, and the SPD candidate Drechsler
became Mayor,

But Dr Wallmann, at that time CDU
chairman for the Marburg-Biedenkopf
and Central Hesse districts, helped the
C_DU gain a majority in the Marburg
City Council. He has been the Council
Chairman ever since — an office which
was previously held by the ex Federal
Minister of Justice Gerhard Jahn. The
two jurists get along well with each
other. They formed the SPD/CDU

—r——
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Coation in Marburg in order to take the
wind out of the sails of the five
Communist Council Members.

Dr Wallmann was elected to the Bun-
destag in 1972, where he devoted himself
primarily to domestic policy and
legal affairs. At that time he became
known even outside Hesse in his capaci-
ty as the parliamentary administrator of
the CDU/CSU Parliamentary Party. He
cleverly and energefically presided over
the Enquiry Commilice In the Guil-
laume Affair.,

Before the last Bundestag election he
was in the running as a candidate for
the post of Minister of Justice for the
CDU. After the Kreuth split between
the CDU and CSU, he became Deputy
Parliamentary Floor Leader, and retained

this position until the CSU retumed to
the fold. Albert Bechtold
(Milnchner Merkur, 23 March 1977)

Bonn and Warsaw
Continued from page 3

applied to local authorities in what is
now Poland to reaffirm their clitims.

Enough of these forms scem to have
been posted to the Polish authorities for
Warsaw to feel distinctly uneasy. The
Polish government is apparently worried
lest unrest spread in parts of the country
that used to form part of the Reich. The
anti-Bonn campaign was doubtless in-
tended to spike these guns too.

Should Mr Gierck have decided to put
ties with Bonn to the test with such
fears in mind, he must surcly have
found the outcome reassuring.

Hardly had the Polish wave of protest
registered in this country but Chancellor
Schmidt granted Polityka, the Warsaw
daily, an interview in which he assured
Polish readers that relations between
Bonn and Warsaw were in the plnk of
condilion.

Helmut Schmidt has been accused by
his own Social Democrats of being re-
sponsible for setbacks in Ostpolitik. He
does not want to be saddled with troubles
withPoland teo.  fudosf Hermann

(Dautsche Zelung, 1 Aprlt 1977
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" Continued from page 2

gate of a French opera in which, he re-
called, the chorus keeps on singing
“Marchons, marchons™ but dacs not
move an inch in the process.

Yet the sum total of views on detente
proved fairly positive despite the coustic
comments of 2 number of Federal Re-
public politicians who have still not
tome to terms with Bonn's East bloc
Lreatics, )

Detente, it was conceded, may not
have eliminated the East-West conflict,
but it has perceptibly reduced in num-
ber and Intensity the crises that periodi-

cally upset relations between the two
sides,

In the process detente las presented
both sides with fresh problems, Euro-
communism in the West and civil rights
imovements in the East,

Would a “historic compromise” be-
tween Italy’s Clyristian Democrats and
Communists spell disasier for Europe
and Nato? A “hysterical compromise”
between Communists and Gaullists in
France would be an even more upsetling
prospect, it was argued, since both are
on record as being opposed to Nato, to
European Integration and to the Unijted
States, o -

5o it might be advisable, or 50 a Fede-
ral Republic delegate maintained, gr-
dually to incorporate the ltalian Com-
munist Party in political decision-
making. This, he argusd, might accelerate
long-overdue reforms on the one hand

and speed up the break between the CP
and the Kremlin on the other.

As for East bloc dissidents, the West
would do well to steer clear of the
“foodrow Wilson syndrome and-'not
give risc lo expectalions of freedom
which it is subsequently unable to fulfil,

Over the years Britain and this coun-
tty have reversed their roles in virtually
every respect. This countty used to “ad-
mire Britain's democratic institutions;
now the British are gazing longingly: at
the organisational lining of the German
economic miracle, :
~ They are quick to ask how the “con-
certed action” talks between unions,
employers ond Ministry officials: work,
and then to wonder whether arrange-
ments of this kind can profitably be ex-
ported in any way,

. British delegates found it far easier to
ring lhe praises of the good Europeans
of the Rhine — Europayers, indeed, to
paraphrase the German word '

When it came to cash, especially the
deutschmark, & complete volte-face . was
very much apparent. The German sud-
denly found {hemselves arguing along
cm_tlious. pragmatic lines that used to be
Britain's forte, while the British indulg-
ed in full measure in the flights - of
fancy that used to be Ihe hallmark. of
German idealism, . S

The two sides certainly secem tg have
lcarnt a trick or two from each other in
Knigswinter over the years, L
R - v Josef Joffe:
(Frankfurter Rundschau, 26 March_1977)

T —
Citizens’ action
organisation
continues to groy

Thc chairman of -the Bundosn;m:"

Blilrgerinitiativen Untwe
BBU (Confuederation of Citizen ity
tives for the Protection of tho Ensjy
ment), Hans Helmuth Wilstenhagep o
said: “Nothing would be nlcermim
could disband again.” - .

But the BBU is now further remgy

from dissolution than ever befor, |
power is growing from day 1o dy,
50 is the number of its members,
- BBU is the umbrella organisation b
some 1,000 citizens groups which,
cording to its chairman, who has by
in office for the past four years, oz
prisc about 300,000 Ccitizens fightty
against nuclear power, noise, dir
the spoiling of the landscape.

The BBU and its chairman, whi
known nation-wide, consider it nx
important that the intemal strucues
the organisation remain unchangeds
unassailable in the face of success.

Contrary - to general  assumpi-
Wostenhagen heads a democratic ¢,
nisation. Its delegates meet once s
and every citizens action group fani
part of the umbrella organisation bt
tween one and five representali
depending on its numerical strength.

Organisations which want to join
BBU must have at least 50 membe
and thus prove that they can enlist f:
citizens' support for their cause, Intems
decisions are regulated by the staluks
one of the prerequisites-belng non-par
tisanship. This keeps extremists out of
the organisation.

The 13-man exccutive committee of
the BBU is an clected body. Equipped
with such a mandate, Here Wastenhagen
and other executive commitice member
negotiate issues concerning environime:
protection roughly fifty times per @
nuin on Bonn State Secretary or Cablns
level,

Hans Helmuth Wistenhagen's &
tionship with politicians is nol em:
cordial. Says he: “They usually don'l
us in until their problems bex?
unmanageable.” Usually his encoun®
with politicians take place in the I
of confrontations.

They know very little, says I
Wistenhagen, and are only just ki
ning to concern themselves with B
nation’s vilal problems. Had (hey ¢!
s0.in good - time, Wilstenhagen mi
tains, there would be no citizen's ioil
tives, -

Hans Helmuth Wistenhagen ®
active member of the FDP, was 8l &
time a counsellor in the pl_1m1accu||l‘”
industry. He became interested in
ronment_protection when the
Karlsruhe wanted to establish ap air®
approach corridor dangerously- close?
his home, e

Today he heads an association ‘Wl"d-"
according to his own rough: estimi®
collects membership dues and dondl

ciy.§

to the. tune of 200,000 deutschn® I.

per autumn, Lo
According to Herr Wilstenhagel '5

BBU receives 250 letters a dahi b -
which have to be answered. Sch "'.d!

tizens’ groups and iridividual éilizenil
for information material, - : -
‘According to ‘Herr Wiistenhagn
rethinking process on the environ
has progressed further among the

zens than among Institutions. 'I:!I!Il"-' A

Instance, ‘thé trade iinion - léadey
slow to “see the 1light"; = ° '

. Roll-Peter H

. (Frankfurter Nove Presse, 28 March 1!
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Experts differ in court on
effects of life ilnprisonment

he fist panel of the Bundesverfas-
sungsgerich! {this country’s Consfi-
tutional Court) began on 22 March a
two-day hearing on the conslitutionality
of Paragraph 211 of the Criminal Code
which makes life Imprisonment nan-
datory for murder.
The case came before the Bundesver-

‘fassungsgericht when 4 court in Verden

refused to lmpose the ‘mandatory lile
imprisonment sentence on an ex-poli-
ceman from Berlin, The policeman, who
has meanwhile been sentenced for drug
trafficking, stood trial for and was con-
victed of having “heinously and in order
to cover up his own criminal acits" shot
dead one of his pushers with three bul-
lets in the back.

Although the Verden court considers
the guilt of the accused proved beyond
reasonable doubt and although the mur-
der was commitied with malice afore
thought which calls for mandalory life
imprisoument, the court considers Par-
agraph 211 of the Criminal Code
unconstitutional because it deprives the
judge of any leeway in passing senience.
In this particular cose, says (e Verden
ruling, long-term imprisonment of nal
more than 15 years would have heen
adequute punisiment.

[ssenfially, the Venden court consi-
ders manditory  Gife imprisonment  for
first Jegree murder unvonstitutional for
three  reasons, although  the  lenethy
sumination of the court reads in soane
plaves .as.il. it-rejocted-lifeimprisonment
in general exeept in coses of genavide.

Firstly, the summation says. life im-
prisonment infringes on human dignity
hecause of s personality-duestroying of-
fects. Secondly, it violates the busic right
of personality development in accor-
danve with that passage of the Constitu-
lion which stules that basic rights in
tolo are inviolate and the freedom of
movement puarantecd by the Constitu-
lion is entirely nullified in the case of
life imprisonment.

And thirdly, the Vérden court muain-
tains, mandatory lile imprisonment vio-
lates the principle of equality by impos-
ing such a penalty in the case of first
degree murder.only whereas, in the case
of manslaughter (premeditaled murder
without the parlicular criteria of first
degree murder), the court has an oplion
of imposing life imprisonment or a
shorter term.

According to the Verden courl, Lhere
is no nbsolute necessily for this inequal-
ity of trealment, There are forms of first
degree murder which are criminally no
more reprehensible than ceriain types of
manslaughier.

In so-called “concrete standard cantrol
procedures” the Bumdesverfassungsge-
rich! examines the constitutionality of a
law under all conceivable aspects.

The present case before the Constitu-
tional Court is of particular politicat
sipnificance because the -Federal Ministry
of Justice is at present cxamining plans
whereby lifers would have Lheir coses re-
viewed wilh regard to & possibility of: pa-
role or whereby a review. would have Lo
take place automatically after 12 or 15
Yyears of life sentence has been served.

According to the plans of the Federal
Ministry of Justice, porallel to such.fre-
views the State .Premiers would still ex-
ercise the right of granting pardons for

those sentenced in  their respective
states. - T
But within the coalition SPD-FDP
Parltamentary Parlies in Bonn therc are
also some trends to abolish life impri-
sonment altogether. But it is certain that
the lawmakers® plans will not be imple-
mented before the Bundesverfassungspe-
richt has ruled on the present cnse —
and such a ruling is not expected before
the ‘end of this year,

Although it is gencmlly not assumed
that the Constitutional Court will de-
clare life imprisonment unconstitutional
in all cases, ils ruling will have {ts effect
on Lhe plans of the Ministry of Justive
and the eoalition partics by either
strengthening them in their endeavours
or hy restricting their scope of action.

The provecdings at the Bumdesverfie
sungsgerichit ure being attended by ob-
servers from seven Federal stades and e
Federal Ministry of Justice as well as the
former police officer who trigeered il -
although the latter is not a party to the
proceedings.

Lleven experts lave been ashed o
presenl Whweir views, amd Bumdesverfs-
sungseencld Justice Hans-Joachim Fal-
ler presented statistica] niteril colleeted
by the second punel of s Court in
connection  with  constitutionsd  com-
pluints of lifers with whivh the Court
had dealt in previouy proceedings.

Aceording 1o this matenad, M5 poe-
ple were sentenced Lo bfe imprsopmeng
Mot perigd trom PME W 1775
these, 90 per vent were men,

Almost hadl of tlem were aged be-
lween 21 and 29 when sentenced amd
almust SN per cent belween 21 and 40;
d0 per cent bad no previous crimimal re-

LAy e

- Svanffurter Allgemeine -
cord, 140 of these lifers died in prison;
702 were pardoned after an average of
20 years iniprisontnent; 70 per cent of
lifers spent more than 15 years in pri-
son.

According to Justice Faller, neilher
the Federal Ministry of Justice nor the
Bavarian Prime Minister, who was speci-
fically questioned on this lopic, consider
life imprisonment unconstitutional. The
sume applies to the live criminat panels
of the Federal Court of Appeals.

On the first day of the proccedings
experts presented. thejr views on the
question  whether life  imprisonment
causes. irreparable domage to the person-
ality of the prisoner.

Professor Paul Bresser, 2 specialist in
forensic medicine, answered this ques-
lion wilh a caullous “no”. His views
were basedl on his participation in Yso-
cial forcensts™ which he had to prepare
for proceedings to grant pardon Lo lifers
in Northrhine-Westphalia and on ex-
aminations of purdoned lifers. ufler their
release from prison. - - - . -

According 1o Professor Bresser, :his
social forecasls concerning more - than
100:lifers whont he had to examine with
a view to a pardon--were- favourable,
and subsequent rchabilitation successes,
he . said, justified -his thesis .that. lifers
suffer no personality . damiage. Said Pro-
fessor - Bresser; “Even. .exiremely long
lerms of imprisonment must not: neves-
sarily lead to personalily deterioration.”

Professor Bresser drew attention to
terminology dilficulties in assessing the
effects of life imprisonment. Before pro-
ceeding any [utther, he said, we must
clarify what the term “personality™
memns. Only once this has been done
can we meaningfully speak of “destrucs
lion of personality™.

For Professor Bresser, “personalily™ is
tho overall person as determined by his
expericnees, his attitudes to life and his
ability to mould his own existence. The
difficulties in assessing the effect of life
imprisenment lie, according to Professor
Bresser, in the fnct that no one knows
much about ihe personality of the per-
son concerned before he entered prison,

Generally speaking, the inclination to
commit murder is alrcady the nadir of
personality deterioration. Thus the dete-
rioration of personality which is fre.
quently considered the result of impri-
sonment usually occurs prior to impri-
sonmenl, muanifesting  idself  in the
vcommitied murder,

Rearing in mind the low initial per-
sonality standard of the people concern-
ed, imprisonment uswally has o povitive
effect. Professor  Bresser siressed  that
this must nat be viewed as a plea in fi-
vour of life imprisonment, but that he
was merely deseribed its effects as e
hntew them.

Twa practitioners of the penal System
took the stand afler Professor Bresser.
Essentiadly  they  duscribed  irdividuzl
vases from their evperience and Treely
pranted  that the maderial available o
them was relatively limited,

Both these practitioners - the Tormer
Winden of the Wamen's Prison in Pre-
ungesheim, Dr Helen Einsele, umd e
Wianden of Hamburgs Tulishiittel Pri-
son, Hans-ictrich Stark, - tetded to o
along with the thesis wherely the lifer's
porsamalty mvanably detenontes aiter

New contracts
law to protect
the consumer

As of | April 1977 our citizens will
be able io throw away their magni-
fying glasses which they have hitherto
nceded to read the much-dreaded fine
print in contracts. This, in any evenl, is
how the Federal Minisiry of Juslice in a
brochure circulated in one million
copies cxplains the new consumer pro-
fection laws In its chapter on “General
Terms of Business™.

Up lo now, Lhe law inlervencd only
when such. basic principles as -the “free-
fom of eniering into o contrnct™ and the
cquitability of o conlraet were placed in
jeopardy by unscrupulous businessmen.

As Federal Minister of Justice Hans-
Jochen Vopel put it in Bonn on the ov-
casion of the coming into effect of the
new CGeneral Terins of Business, such
infringemenls were particulurly presatent
in instalment purchases, insurnee con-
trets amd  in brokenige contracts  Far
housing. New legislation geverning pack.
age tour contracts is stiil under debate
in the Bundestag,

The new repulations goserning Gene-
b Terms of Business centre primarily
around cliuses which lave now hecome
illegal. The Fallowing points are of par-
ticular impertanee o the consumer;

e If Tor mstanee an onder form
states “delivery on | oJuls™ in e front,
any clowses on thwe bk of the Torm
siying it “the foreeaing delivers date
w ol hinding™ is autamatically invahd

® The “line print™ npet by Gialy o
wlabde amd undemtandable cven witlnwt

vertain term-ol<tmprisemmenis

Dr Einsele told of her own experivnc
wilh 20 women serving tife terms, who
were convicted in the period from 1947
to 1957, Tuehe af these women had
mugndered their hushands, But cven in
the case of those who did not kill their
husbands, ties with the spouse did not
last through the term of imprisonment.

Dr Einscle spoke of heulth deterior-
tion and premature  aging, especiully
among clderly women wha were sen-
lenced to life imprisonment.

In his report, Fuhlshilttel Wurden
ltans-Dietrich Stark put forward a plea
for a modern penal system in geneml
"am used this opportunity lo voice speci-
fic complaints about the existing system.

His report centred around what he
termed “total correctional institutions™,
where  work, leisure time and partner

" relations, are all lumped together.

Heer Stark reported aboul this experi-
ences with 71 lifers. Al of them showed
signs of damage attributable to such a
“total institution.”

tlerr Stark went on to say that we
musl .do away with.lhe prejudice that
lifers -sire particulnily dangérous people.
He poinied out that individual clothing
(non-prison’ garh) ‘and decorution of his
¢ell according lo the Inmale's taste help-
ed the prisonér preserve his personality.

" Alter expressing his views on the
penal system in gencral miher than just
life imprisonment,; Herr Stark aprived at
the following conclusion: Resighation
and adaptation lo a life behind bars set
in after the filth or tenth year in prison.
Said Herr Stark: “No man can do
penance for inote than len years.” After
ten yeurs {he prisoner. no longer relates
his punishmenl tohis crime. Therefore,
apart from “the ‘aspect ‘of safeguarding
soviely, imprisonhent fof'more than fen
years is meaningless. :
e " {Fronkfurier Allgemeine Zellung
' fir Deutschisnd, 23 March 1977)

a8 “delivery as soun as pessible™ are jm-
permissihle.

o Equally impermissible are price
increise clauses for goods or senvices in
cases where delivery of the goods or ren-
dering of the services is 1o tuke pluce
within four menths from the conclusion
of the contruct.

¢ (lauses which, curowsly enough,
always impaose penalties for non-per-
formance on the part of the custoner
and never for non-performance on the
parl of the seller, arc null and void.

¢ Null and void are also non-liability
clauses such as “the buyer relinquishes
all recourses™ or “the guarantes docs not
include damage lor which usually no
guarantee is granted, as for instance, mir-
ros and special veneers,”

® [nadmissible is also the . hilherlo
much practised charging for transporta-
tion, Inbour and material cosis within' a
guarantee period. As of 1 April, such
costs must be borne solely by the scller
for the duration ol"1_he' guajantec, '

As Minister Vogel mut it, “The new
law enforces the citizen's freedom to
enter into a contract which is guaranteed
to him by the basic right of free person-
ulity development.™ '

But_there is still a big bugbear inher-
enl.in the new legislation: Municipafitics
are still excluded. [rom all , abilily. for
non-performance involving . clainis for
damages in conneciion with the supply
of gas and electricily.. And the Postal
Authority is excluded Trom ' liability in
its telegram. service ¢ven in cases where
its: staff has, scted - negligently — and
cven where il has ‘done so intentionally
—~ to the detriment of the consumer..

o+ Fhoechard Nitsehke |
.+ - (Dl Weli, 38 March 1977)
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rough grounding in the mo -0l -
B INSURANCE s b

Complaints against insurance firms -
bring call for an ombudsman

Fil‘ty thousand million dJeutschnarks

8 ycar ring through the cash .regis-
ters and flutter serenely through fo the
bank accounts of private insumnce com-
panies.

‘Last year thirty million claims were
handled and 20000 complaints were
lodged with the government agency in
Berlin thet functions as a court of ap-
peal.

This sgeticy nonmally only hits the
headlines when companies apply for an
Increase in premiums for compulsory
policies, such as third-purly cover for
motor vehivles,

Only one in four of the 20,000 com-
plainis was upheld by the Berin ageney.
In motor insurance, for instance, pro-
ceedings are instituled in only one per
cenl of cases. In otier insurinee sectors
litigation is even more infrequent. -

These are statistics the insurance
campunies produce year after year in
order (o substantiate their clim that re-
lations between companies and policy-
holders are all sweetness and light.

But this is only half the story. It ncat-
ly begs the issue of dissutisfied policy-
holders who are simple not sure of their
legal position and throw in the towel
rather than take the company to cour;
they do so because of the risk of eripp-
ling legal costs,

‘What is more, climanis ofien settle
out of court, making do with a bird in
the hand even though they may be en-
titied to two in the hish, ' '

Insurmnce  companies’ relations  with
their clients are doubtiess no better or
no worse than iy other lrades, profes-
sions or businesses, but they are nol as
untroubfed ps the statistics customarily
quoted might appear to indicate,

‘For the layman insurance is unusually
complicated because it provides a service
that is invisible. That is why there has
been much public discussion of Jate
.about iniproving . consumer safeguards
in the insurance secior.

As 2 general rule public debates of
this kind culminate in-a demand for the
uslabli.slnnenl of f{fresh committees,
tmumts_sions or badies with whom
Icnfnplmnts may be lodged and who will,
il is hoped, perform a better service than
their predecessors, '

So it came as no surprise to learn that
the latest idea is the appointment -of an
insurance ombudsman, an impartial offi-
cial wh_osc job it would be to follow up
uom!:lamts. suggest solutions lo short-
comings and generally provide advice.

_ Holland and Switzerland already  have
insurance ombudsinen,

] Before going into the pros und cons it
is worth neting the complaint facilities
that insurance policy-holders already
liive at their disposal. o

First, .complaints moy: be lodged with
lllc_ company itsell. 1t goes without
saying that if you aro dissatisfied with
the treatmenl ygu have received your
first leller of complaint is going to be
sent ‘to the insurance company's head
offlice, - : e

If' the comptaint Is. dealt with by'the
same assessor as beforehand, the jikeli-
hood of & mare favourable.sclticment, is,
of course, slender, which is why-a nums
ber of companies have ‘set up coms
plaints departments of their own — un
doubtedly a goodidea. =~ . -0

The Insurance agenl’s infiuence oughl

not fo be¢ underrated either. If the client
50 wishes he can intervene and will
often be able to bring about a more sat-
isfactory solution. Successful, leading
agenls can frequently work wonders.

Viewed in this light there is obviously
a difference between one agent end
another, It is by no means necessarily
six of one and half a dozen of the other,

In a number of sectors the terms of
the policy expressly provide for certain
bones of contention being submitted to
independent tribunals,

In a dispute concerning indomnifica-
tion in respect of an accident claim ap-
peals may be submitted to a medical
paned, for instance,

As for the usual houscholder’s policy,
the claimant may also apply to an in-
dependent tribunat to assess the damages
covered by the terms of the policy.

The varlous insurance sectors also have
national bodies and organisations. They
are not entitled to impose a settlement
when g dispule between company and
policy-holder arises, but they can and do
mediae.

Since pssoviations of this kind are
keen to maintuin their membiers’ reputa-
tions for fair trading they will usually
act on claims that are of general interust.
_ In recent years the number of com-
plaints lodged with the government
ageney in Berlin has increased by Ieaps
artd bounds - probably because an in-
creasing number of people are aware of
its existence. ' .

It is not, however, a court of appeal in
the sense that it is entitled lo impose a

settlement. Often it will reply to the cf-
fect that it cannot be of assistance and
the policy-holder will have to take his
case 1o court, . .

Yet & letter of .complaint to Ber)in is
always a good idca. The agency acts in a
supervisary capacity to the.insurance in-
dustry as a whole and companies are
none too keen on being reported to Ber-
lin more often than can be helped.

To. some extent complaints rebhound
on the Berlin agency itself, which is re-
sponsible for terms of contract that are
considered either incomprehensible or
unfair.

The terms of policies are submitted to
Beslin for approvel, so-the agency may
find itself at the receiving end of com-
plaints that a condition or turn of
phrase it has deemed satisfactory makes
no sense or is unfair to the polivy-hol-
der. 8o there clearly are occasions when
even the Berlin agency, which may rea.
sonably be considered to be on the
consumer's Side, feels overtaxed and
would prefer to refer complaints fo in-
dependent arbitration.

If the worst comes to the worst,
claimants have no aption but to take
their coses 1o court, but there are good
reasons why many prefer not to do so.

Litigation can cost a small fortune,
and although you can take out insurance
cover against the cost of court cases,
cases of this Kind are not covered except
when the point at issue is a straighfor-
ward claim for dumages.

What is more, few members of the
legal profession can Jay claim to a tho-

ordinary forms of insurance pyg

and those there are usually wor for ™

insurance companies themselves,
Besides, both companies and thei ;

dustrial organisations employ legal saf,

- “which means that they are generlly y - -

an advantage over the other side why
cases come up before the courts,

Mind you, cansumer associations hup
increasingly concerned themsclves wigy
insurance matters of late. They tog p
vide referral services,

Then too, there are the media. Anip.
creasing number of policy-holders wip
to their local newspaper or {o the b
casting authoritics in anticipation of &
sistance.

Frequently this assistance takes |-
form of infonmation ond the rewn
mendation fo address a complaint fo the
competent body. People are often u
aware of the opportunities that e
ready open to them, -

So is there any point in appoinfing z
ombudsman as yet-'another instiuti
for handling complaints? Probably mt
He would just be yet another link inth
chain without affording substaniial i
lief.

Policy-holders would merely be en
more confused than they already o
What is more, ombudsmen cost mony
and are as liable to festoon lhemsbe
with red tope as anyone else in a simle
position.

If an ombudsman is to be appainted
he ought surely to amalgamate the cxis
ing favilities. He should exclusively s
vice the sector extending from company
complaints departments al one end to b-
tigation at the other.

He would, however, definitely need @
be both independent and impartial and
to enjoy the confidence of ail concern-
ed. Otherwise his appointnient wo_ufd_be
# wiste of time, . Ao Sunninshi

Frankfurter Allgemeine T.elmn!
f(tlr Deytschland, 29 March 197

- e e .

Business as usual is very much the
molta of Frau Dr Inge Lore Bihre,
who has headed the  government’s
watchdog agency supervising the activis
lies of the banking profession since |
October 1975, ©

From her desk on Reichspietschufer,
Berlin, she is keen to emphasise- conti-
nuity as the byword of her agency's acti-
vities. In her insugural address  she
stated that laxity would not be con-
doned, bl she is ot poins to note that
the phrase she uséd had in fact been
borrowed from one-of her ptedecessors.

On closér acguainfanceship there can
be little doubt that she is the right per-
son for the job. She is a chain smoker,
but conveys the impression of self-as-
sutance and imperturbability.

She is unmoved by the suggestion
that os 3 woman she lends to be particu-
lnr’!_v slrict,  Stressing conlinuity “she
points out that she has been with the
agency ever Since it was estublished in
1962,

As vice-president since 1971 and pre:
sident since 1975 she has never once
been accused of being “just like a
woman” in the way she goes about her
work, .

Frau Blihre bas been responsible for
surveillance of the activiiles. of overseas
investment funds, Out of a total- of 200
funds applying for'permission to operate
in the Federa) Republic she has glven
only 35 the go-ahead, ' S

- She also ‘teslified to pluck and fore-
sight in ber .handlinF of a dpectacular
bank ‘crash resulting In the cessation of
activities by the Pralz-Kreditbohk:

- Of lale she 'has paid greatet. attentioh
to' the activitiés of public-scétor institu-

. lions .such’ as- local - authority savings

Inge Lore Bihre
. heads watchdog -
agency for banks

Ged

(Phota: dps)

banks. Dircctors have been caught sell-
ing slocks and shares {llegally abroad,
fined by the.lax suthorities and subse-
quently . banned from the banking pro-
lession by Frau Bihre, . e L

Fmu Bilre s a paing to émphasise
that such drestic ‘action is seldont te-
quired ang that a_career ban is only im-
posed; after due - consideration . in each
and overy-case, - TR R 0t

::Inge Lore Bithre, who-was-born in In-
sterburg, East Prussia, in 1920, does not

approve of differences in managemed
sclection procedures between private
public-sector banking. )
But when it comos to S
management appoiniments by a Lani%
bank or savings bank her Berlin wat
dog agency is only consulted once &
politicians have had their say. L
_Candidates ar¢ vetted and nomimi
by state and local authority govarnmes|
or officials and then referred to _'Bﬂl';'
for - copsideration of the noninecs &
tability as a banker. .
-Frau Bllhre is unhappy with this st
of affairs. Improvements could wel
effected here and there, she feels. SU%
visory boards of Landesbunken 3
savings banks are for the most pat P*
litical appointees. She wishes they. vl
demonstrate a greater sense of respons
bility in management appointments.
. Appointments in this sector #% I+
quently made with party-political /%
porz In mind. This is not the yardsi
by which & bapker should be .mllilli"""1
and Frau Biihre: wishes her agency. o
riot handed the can - when : pollt
nominees do not, measure up to the ¥
quirements of the. position. . ™
inge Lore Bhre. is confident ! ”
peace. and qulet will return to the:be"
ing world before Jong: “I aip. not.a #¥
voyant, mind you,” she gdds..: ; 'lied:! :
Should it do so;. much.-of [he £
will be due to her. Frau Bijire feelf {18 -
minimym reserve requirpmepts o€ ¥ ;
now stand “arg ; satisfactary; 85, “F:I' i :
opportunitiey of intervention I8 :
her .agency’s. disposal by, recent: 853 1
t.ion‘ Gl - Wi l'_. .'.'-.fl':'kia
~ She has beenassociated .,mﬂybaﬂrﬁ-.- .
in pne form or another all het “’° ey
. Gontinued cn page 13 -
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] Meat and

choice of 200kgs.
or 400kgs. capacity,
avallable complete
with stands, rails,
sliding hooks, and ,
brackets. ' ;
T N A
.| _'__l:": : H PFER
. ' s cold-storage-

HUPFER St A

Sausage Stands

in aloxated-aluminium,

b B e

"ﬂuu-. i BRI e,

chamber-shelf made of
aluminium eloxated

or chrome-nickel

steel 18/8

A shelving system
up to manufaciure of
standardised units,
with grids or shelves
for insartion at will,
simple to erect and dismantle. Readily sited in corners too.

Grids or shalves may be Inserted at Intervais of 15cm,
Capacity: 100 kgs. per insert.

HUPFER - Metallwerk

P.0O.Box 3626, D-4400 Miinster, West Germany
Telephone: (0251)6 02 22, Telex: 8 82 538 humued

STEEL TAPE MEASURES = CINTAS METRICAS

Ernst Rosenbach * 5880 Lidenscheld 8 - P.O. Box 8128

Fed.

Republic of Qermany Phana 02350 5383 Tolow B3 757

I T X

It Writes and Stamps the Name
and Address of the Writer!

Can a Glft Pen be more personallsed than that?

/TN, The new GOLDRING Excellent retrac-
. £_. ™ table ballpoint pen has u stamp with &
permanently Inked stamp pad hidden
away In {ts barrel. Through a few easy

'_"‘\ movemantis — pull off the cap, screw In
“, ™~ slamp and stamp -~ you have the per-
N aonal touch to letters, envelopes, atc.

Just the thing for travel, business and
private coerrespondence.

A practical, handy and unususl Hem to own or o present — to frlends, col-
leagues, good cuslomers. 8Bize of stamp: 35 x 10 mm. Pen lakes standarg full-
size relilla aval!abla on the markel, Prices Include a 3-line stamp of your
choice. .

Six allractive modals ~ chromed melal cap, all chromed, gold plated cap, gold
Hilad cap, all.gold filled and all ancdized In gold colour ~ {0 choose from,

A hot [tem for the stationery and advertising trads.

Detalled offer and samples on request,

Goldring

QOLDRING, Ludwig Schielf
P. 0. Box 1226
D-758 BUEHL - GERMANY

Josef Kithnel

Messwerkzeuge

valve setting gauges,
spoke gauges,
screw thread gauges

Rosshaupten

near Flisaen/Allghu

First class thickness gauges,

Diehéads with dlés and with chasers

Dies of all systems
Cutter-Relleving-
Attachments

- D-5205 St.Augustin/Sleg1
| P.O.Box 1208 |

¥ . TH.WESTPHALKG | |-

* Handcrafted Antique Styled Silver .

600 Models made out of 835/Silver by: R

Christoph Widmann, D-7530 Pforzlicini

P.0. Box 2027, W. Germany, Tel, 072314 3505 . ...
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willing to sacrific himself for the people. tr R
i 1 x -hero Eul 1 wes thus n. .
Till Eulenspiegel not justa e an: .’:;“;m:a:a::ge‘;hg L centre opens
s ¢ life
(r:lfsr.lesuzllbtllrltea‘l”\:yay:oi: an n:g:hve or tid- 111 Ml]ll ICh

harmless joker, says researcher

ill Eulenspiegel was no harmless

Jester, byt a symbol of the devil
‘This surprising interprefation has. been
put forward by Bernd Ulrich Hucker, re-

search nssistant for history at the Tea- '

chers College in MUnster,

Herr Hucker has thus lent néw im-.
petus to the research into the main cha-

racter of the Eulenspicgel story, dofing
back to the carly 16th century which
hos meanwhile been tronslated into 15
languages.

Hucker coused a sensation two years
ago when, in the catalogue of a major
Hamburg book auction, he stumbled
upon the oldest Eulensplegel edition
dating back to 1510/11. He managed to
purchase thig edition, which had been
considered losl, relatively cheaply.

Stimulated by his sensational find,
Hucker wont to work analysing the text
and arrived at an interpretation contrary
to all previous theorles about the popu-
lar hero.

According to. Herr Hucker, Eulenspre-
gel was neither a harmiess jester nor en
anli-authoritarion hero 4nd protestor on
Lehalf of the peasants, but he symbgl-
ised the devil whose misdeeds were rc-
corded by the book's author Hermann
Bote fabaout 1460, to 1520) a customs
scribe, 28 a “deterrent example”.

_ The 100 Till Ewlenspiegel eplsodes
depict the lester as the prototype of an

evil person who -- frequently -without -

any motivation — harms his feliow .man;.
who eheais, teases, mocks, defies and, in
the truest sense QE the word, besmirches
hll‘ll. :

" The eépisodes conyeved by Bote are
studded with quotstions [from the Bible
and other -religios works of the time.
They have been inserted in such & man-
ner that — in conjunction with Eulen-
gpiegel’s evil gegds — they can only be
viewed:- 48 '!perversmmo[ the Christian
way of life apd. in, sqme instances, as
blasphethy"

Tn’ the ‘éhuisé "of hds Mife Eulenspiegel
withdraws more and more from the
Chrlstian oibit and indeed acquires tralts
of the Antichrist.

Hucker 'arrives et the Eohdlusion fhat

the customs ‘scribe Hermohin Bote,' a
man of genuine lay piety, conceived his
hero as a “negative figure” gnd'a wam-
ing example similar to Doctor Faustus

as well as a deterrent for good Chris-

tians.

This intention does not immediately”

become obvious from the introduction
which was wrliten in the year 1500. But
in characlerising his Eulenspiegel epi-
sodes Bote makes use of 4 terminology
with which his eontempotaries were fa-
miliar from another work, lhe serve eplc
Reinke de Vos (1498).

. There the terminology is used 0 de--
plct a depraved, diabolic person, and the
individual stories arc Intended as edlfy- :

jng trcts,

t It Is of secondary imporlnnce in this'

uonnectlon that Huceker belleves himself
to be In'd positlon to prave that, Relnke
de Vos was also writieh by' Herménn

Bote. What rmattera 'is. the parallel to-..

Reinke {meaning the foy).. -

- The fox, in,this case represemauve of
sinful Man, passes through various sm-
tions of salvation but is no longer in‘e

. transpires " is an en-

“{ime corfies “he I8

position to obtain absolution through
repentance.

The sinner Eulensplegel, too, Is incap-
able of genuine repentance, altllough all
‘three branches of Christendom try to-
convert him, Their efforts prove unavail-;
ing. In the end the representatwes of
monkhood, priesthood and laiety bid
him "Go to Hell” In doing so they are
unaware cf how aptly they have spoken.

There are attempts at converting Eu-.
lenspiegel in as many episodes — and,
Hucker considers this figure by no
means coincidentsl since it provides the
key to the structure of the book, which
is governed by a symoblism of numbers. -

It is divided into groups of ten, five,
elght and seven episodes, while groups
of three form lmportant stations.

Double episodes create transitions and:
climaxes. The whole thing begins with
the fomous triple baptism of Till Eulen~
spiegel and ends with the still mystify-
ing three burlal episodes of the jester.

The final episodes, with their grue-
some scenes, clearly depict Till Eulen-
spiegel 8s an sdversary of the Christian
Order. Just as.throughout his life all
sacraments failed to have any effect on
him, after his death, too, he baulks at a
sacramental funeral by the Church —
successfully so.

In depicting. his eprsodes. Hermann
Bote availed himsell of popular supersti-
tions according to which events such as,
the breaking of the ropes,.the toppling'
of the bier and the interference in {he
funeral by sows have demoniacal signifi-
cance.

Eulenspiegel is not only a jester, in
other words an evil and criminal person
in terms of the i6th century, but “the
jester of jesters” —
the embodiment of
evil. He apesDivine
functions and., pre- ;
tends to forstell the °
future, to perform
miracles and. to be %
able to heal: the"
sick. But -whenever .
it comes. to the
coeh  Gall  that

ormous hoax, Eve-
wbody who relies
on him can be sure
of being tricked. in
Libeck Eulenspiegel [¢
is supposed to be }
hanged. When his g- =

quiet, speaking not :
a word” According
to Hucker, this is a |

oonspicuous . tefer-
ence fo the blblical
stance of Jesus

Chiist in his sgony.
But os opposed to. |
-Jesus, Eulenspiegel i
was_neither humble !
or  despairing .in, s
"the [ace ‘of death:i
He had the ‘people:
. prove their devotion'
to him by miking
them kiss that part,
of his’ anatomy
. where; according o 35 47
. mediaeval supersiti- !{r\ﬂ

, tian; ‘witches ‘Xissed' Till Eulensh lapl's statue in Mann,whore Iia Hpald o)

“'the . devrI numely ‘Bubled + - .

iculous form. He undergoes a develop-
ment and mysteriously adapts himself to
new situations. As a result Bemd Ulrich
Hucker vlews the Eulenspiegel book as
an early form of the prose novel and
spenks of a type of "negatwe develop-
tent novel.”

- But Till Eulenspregel is nelther a
novel about a jester, nor is it a mere col-
lection of ribald episodes. In a format
sense, the book is not so much doini-
naled by the natural phases childhood,
yoith and old sge — to which literary
researcherss ‘hitherto atiributed too much
importance. — as by a number of escha-
tological stations extending from bap-
tism to funeral.

: The fact that in pessing through these
stations the jester surprises time and
again by his foxy ruses has a comical ef-
fect on the reader of today. .. °

In the 17th and 18th centuries he was
still considered a ne'er-do-well and when
the book wes recommended as reading
tnatter this was only done as a warning
not to become like Till Eulenspiegel,

It is as yet impossible to foretell the
consequences of the new Eulenspiegel
interpretation. In all likelihood the ques-
tion as to the historical figure of Till

ed.

If his prvestone in MOlin near
Libeck is anything to go by “Till
Eulenspiegel!" died in 1350 and was
buried In the St Nikolai cemetery there,

"But Hucker Is rather sceplical as to
the actual historical existence of the jes-
ter. Says he: “Perhaps:we have boch led -

astray — anul not only with regard to the_
authorship of the book “Norberk Frie

(Dib Welt, 23 Maich 1917)-'

Eulenspiegel will havc to be reconsider-

ollowing three yenrs of

the International Samizdntnm
Centre and Archives; Munich imm.
begun its work. o

. The Centre is located near'IMm
Universrty with which it will éoopen
closely. It has been financed by
Volkswagen Foundation and olhe
vate foundations in the Fedenl
lic, Switzerland and the United Safe

Samizdat 1s a Russian contuy
meaning as much as self-publicationy
is based on the former Soviet com
tion “Goslsdat™ (State publishing bax
but it is also reminiscent of “Samop
(moonshine liguor),

Samizdat publications are manuiy
gold under the counter In the S
Union. They are usually duplicaleft
typewriter and — especially in tha
of books — by photographioc methok

One of the first Samizdat Jnlm.ih'
Is still being told to foreignen, s
more or less as follows:

“What are you typing there, (m}
ma?® -

“War and Peace by Count Leo Tokty
for my granddaughter.”

“But that's required remling, sndj
can buy it In any bookstore.”

“Sure, but my gmnddaughter r2

_ only Samizdat.™

Researchers from 12 countries we:

: involved in the establishment of i

Samizdat Research Centre, They haile
from Britain, the United States, Hollant
the Federal Republic of German
France, Italy, Norway, Ismef and Japen.
The German founding memoers ab
Professors Dietrich Loeber of the Ut
5 versity .of Kiel and Nikofaus Lobkos
_of Munich University. The firt dires
“of the Munich Resenrch Centre is |
fessor Martin Dewhurst, an expetl:
Russian and Soviet literature, of Ol
University. Professor Dewhurst hasu

. becn appointed a puest-lecturer gl
s nich University.,

The Research Centre was domick!’

«.  Munich ptimarily because Munich k!

great many researchers on Enstent

" rope, among them members of the

tite for USSR ‘Studies, which was i

w4 by the Federal Republic, and whichf

o O’holol'

~ Jn Munich %

lished Who's Who in the USSR
"' ‘Another rea on for siting “1“ C"“'
that Radlo Libeds
" Radio Free Europe,. which. & lo¢
that city. havg the greatest collertlﬂ
Soviet -Samizdats. Moreover,
Europe also owng the largest’ W“"'

- “of Samizdat texts from the n
countrles of Eastern Europé.

Radio ~Liberly ° usually W‘ﬂ
around the clock in the lallsllﬂl!'r'“i
Soviet Union, whilé Radio Fret’ i
— also broadcasting around fhe ¢
adresses itself to the smaller X
fintions of the Warsaw Pact an
econ, : .
The Radie Free Eumpelkadl"
Inqorporation stated that: if wis B
to placé: jts Samizdat cofl

© disposel ¢f the Ssmizdat Cen

search puirposes,.frée of chargaf
The American lawyer A
‘played & -major: role in -
Centré and has beei “bppol !
cial ‘adviser, In the paﬂod fror
1976 he gomptled a 29- volumel
series of &{ladlo Liberty for el
bloc resdarch - .centres in the
§tqtﬂ,ang in Wn;gt_'er;i'-li )

(Dlo W

Hans Jiirgen Syberberg

dolf Hitler's i3 still a name that

glves rise to heated emotions. Take
Marlene Dietrich, for instance. Marlene
of the fabled legs, heroine of the thir-
ties’ film epic The Blue Angel, recently
announced through her French lawyers
that she Intended applying for a court
Injunction against the title and final
scene of the lilm Adolf and Mariene.

Ulli Lommegl, director of the [llm that
promised to be the subject of litigation,
prompiy announced a retake of a num-
ber of scencs starring Adolf, played by
Kurt Raab, and Marlene, played by Mnr-
pit Cnrstensen

Lomme] is by no means the only
film-maker currently working on the life
and times of the Fihrer Joachim C.
Fesf, author of & standard biography of
[litler, is currently cngaged in putting
the finishing touches to a 1.2-million-
deutschmark, nincty-minute documen-
tary entitled ffitfer —~ A Carcer. He has
scoured the globe for two years in
search of material for inclusion in his
compilation,

Last but not least, Munich film-mpker
Hens Jorgen Syberberg has just com-
pleted twenty days of shooting at Bava-
rie's Geiselgasteig studios. Syberberg's
film, entitled Hitler in uns - A Film
from Germany, Land of Progress, will
cost a reported one million deutsch-
marks.

Syberberg, who was a litlle fatigued
after a hard day's shooling when inter-
viewed by _‘Agfmj‘gg‘rgmﬂger, insist-
ed that his title was definitely intended
to be programmuatic.

The film will, however, be very much
lis (Syberberg's) own work both intel-
lectually and aesthetically, referring to
such a wide range of Western tradition
1o such an extent thal he was rather
alarmed at the idea of Hitler as a tag,

He would much prefer Hitler in his
{film not to assume the proportions of
“an inordinately omnipotent figure in
terms of intellectual history.” He does,
on the other hand, take Hitler seriously
and regards him (protracted pause while
the tries to find the right epithet) as the
“gravedigger of the West.”

Hans, .ltlrgen Syberberg was born in
Pomerania i in 1935, grew up in the GDR
and holds & PhD in Germanic studies,
He now lives in Munich where he is &
[reelance film producer and director.

He made his first mark with docu-
mentaries such as Fritz. Kortner rehears-

es ‘Kabale und Liehe' (]955) and -Sex
Busrness, ‘Made in_ Pssing (1969), in
which he took the lid offsex film maker
Alols Brummer.. . . -

In 1968 he directed Sc.rmbea, an ndnp-
tatron of Tolstoy’s short story ‘How
Much Land Docs A Man Need? In 1970
he followed it with a film version of
Heinrich von, Klelst’s novella. San Do-
-ningo.

. Yet Sybcr'nerg feiled to break through
1o a wider public elther with these early
works or with subsequent output. Maybe
Al is because his work has always made
‘considerable injoliectual demands.on the
‘-vwwur

. He first hit on_the lden of.a Gemmn

\frilogy durlng work on Ludwig — Re-

.gulem for a Virgin King in 1972, Hiller

;. umd Karl May, the late nineleenth cen-

tury writer of adventure books. for hqu,
are the’ other two. Syberberg made - a
three-hour film on Karl May in 1974
which was 'recently shown on ZDF,

Channel Two of Federal Republic TV,
Both Adolf Hitler and Karl May put
in an appearance In his film about the
allegedly insane mid nineteenth century
King of Bavaria ~ as a nightmare seen
by the hapless Ludwig in a Venus Grot-
to reminiscent of Wagner's Tannfiffuser,
. Syberberg himsell terms this reference
“somewhat naive™. With the passage of
time he has come to see a closer link
between Ludwig 11, Karl May and Adolf
Hitler. The composer Richard Wagner
undenlably influqnced all three,

So to be exact it will be a German te-
lmlogy, not a trilogy, part four being Lhe
five-hour documentary Winifred Wagner
and the Tale of Haus Wahnfried
(1975), which is fo be screened In full
by Westdeutscher Rundfunk during the
Easter period.

Hitler in uns is also envisaged as a
five-hour blockbuster co-produced by
Federal Republic TV, the BBC and
France's ORTF with financial backing
from the Bonn Ministry of the Interior
and the Film Promotion Institute,

I will previously be given cinema
showings, but Hans Jirgen Syberberg
does not expect the film to be a money-
spinner. He feels it will prove an outsi-
der, with too many “negative thresholds”
placed in the viewer's way for it to cam
o forfune at the box office.

Syberberg's Hiller film will deal with
the phenomenon of the man in 23 epi-
sodes, but “the phenomenon”, he adds,
“is his supporters, aro ourselves. [ feel
we are proving faithful executors of Hit-
ler's legacy. and this the film is intended
o show.”

Unlike Stalin, say, but very much like
Ludwig I and Karl May, Syberberg
argues, Hitler was the result of a full-
scole popular movement, and in such
cases it is always hard to decide whether
the man made the movement or vice-
versa,

But this medla dependence from both
above down and below up is, the Mu-
nich film-maker continues, “doubtless
what makes both the man snd his
répercussions unique.” )

Syberberg's film is intended to be nel-
ther 2 historic reconstruction not the
tale of an anti-hero. In order to impress
upon the viewer that “each one of us
possesses some characteristic or other of
Hitler, who himself was a man of many
parts” Lhe entire cast play the part of
Iitler in addition lo their own.

“Hitler,” Sybesberg claims, “will be an
extremely fractured figure, In no way re-
duced {o the status of a great actor.”

In gesthetic terms Syberberg's latest
film recalls his Virgin King. Shots are
projected on to a gigantic backdrop and
the cast act out their pasts in front of
this background “in a world entirely of
their own, in their own dimension of
rooms and strange forms that take on
the shape of reality within the specta-
tor.”

The Third Reich made great play with
symbolism derived from leraldry, uni-
forms and rhetoric. Everything in Syber-

ferkampf is the name of the latest

film directed by and sturring Her-
‘bert Achternbusch. Achtembusch, al-
though personally captivated by classics
of the commerciul screen such as Hus-
ton’s African Queen or Mankiewicz's
Barcfooted Counless, has remained true
to himself, an unerring outsider in the
film industry.

Achfernbusch does not seem to care
two hoots about the viewing habits or
entertainment  requirements of the
general public. He films the way he lives
and what he expériences, bombarding
the viewer with sequences or shots re-
gardless of ‘the logic of his storylme
going all out for grotesque situations,
absurd confrontations and " unrealistic
connections regardless whethér or not
the viewer may be able to follow. i

Rather like Karl~Valentin, Achter-
busch concentrates on a theme on
which he . produces varialions guided

Herbert Achternbusch

Hans Jirgen Sybarherg
{Phota: 4pa)
berg's film is similary intended Lo be of
powerful symbolic effect.

“At this point my concept of form
coincides with that of the Nazis® he
says, “so that I in my way Jo them jus-
tice — but I turn thenm upside down. It
will be a Nazi world but tumed topsy-
turvy and reduced ta the absurd by
means of aesthetic stratagems,”

We shall not know until this sulumn
whether or not Hansg Jirgen Syberberg
has done his own cxpectalions justice,
but he will shortly be showing a few
clips Mom his foolage in Disseldorf, af-
terwards answering questions in a debate
entilled Ritseh and Tragic Consequence.

Rolf Thissen
(Kdtner Stadt-Anzelger, 23 March 1977)

proved o the polwe force thit he ne

both directs and stars
in his latest film

only, if that is the word by ﬂlghts ol‘ %

fantasgy,

Despite the title, the .thems of his
latest film is, in fact, uniforms. Beer, as
in all Achternbusch films, is a drug and
meens . of. commuaication. .Come :.lo
Lthink .of it, life o3 he sees il seems to
take place mainly jn.bars. Bul the thread
that runs through the new Achternbusch
is that of authority usurped by means of
a vniform.

Herbert, the hero (played by Herhert
Achlembusch), has stolen o policeman's
uniform and decided to sce- what effect
his new Identily has against the. promis-
ing backdrop of the Munich Oktaber-
fest. .

.But teauble lhrcalcns ln the shnpu of
his brotherdn-low, who feals .the new-
comet must .bé Herbert despite . the
unilorm, and even more imminently. in
that.of the .police officer whose uniform
he has.stolen - lie suddenly spots-the
police officer working ol'f-duly a8k 8au-
sage vendor in the beer tent..

The hero manages 1o skirt: ihese chal-

mirenermm |

(Photo: Erich Schmidt)

lenges . 1o hia " new-foynd  authority,
dances like a dervish through the drink-
ing masses (who are mainly out for a
good time, but at timed aggressive) and
gradually grows more oggréssive himself.

He gives wqmr,p 1he glad. E-'["a. dn;Inlu
beer. from . pther people’s .glisses, - stages
lImlure .attacks on_harmless Oktober-
imbibers,. makes jokes at other peo-
ples gxpense, neady. gels. thrashed and
ends Up conductlng the brass band on
thq Flaae- 1L Lol

. Other: drinkers [md ‘him amusing, bul
Herbert, suddenly starts to lake himsell
seriously, - He is pétsuaded that he is
what- he ‘appears- {0 be — & policeman,
He {3 50 upset by the disgrace ‘he has

leases the safely calch on his polive pis-
fol, cocks flrc‘f‘r‘_ﬁ'i"mlgg e D10 C—

cide.

This logic is a far cry from Murnau's
The Last Man, in which Greorge is
unsble to cope with the loss of his uni-
form, or Zuckmayer's Captain from K-
penick, in which the hero dons the
mantle of an Army officer in order to
cut through red tape in pursuit of what
he considers to be his rights.

In Achiernbusch’s Bicrkampf the uni-
form proves the wearer's undoing.

Yet Achternbusch’s latest film fails fo
come up with the memorable sequences
ol Iast years Die Atfantikschwinuner,
which was a vislonary masterpiece of the
absurd about advertising and the indivi-
dual.

There may be much to be said in
defence of Bierkampf but it does not
seem to match Die Ablantikschwimmer
in efther Its radicel approach or its beau-
‘ty of detail. -

-At limes Bierkampf marks time and
provocnttve behaviour by the hero mas-
querading as a policeman (scenes im-

o -provised.jn a real-life. beer:.tent) .seems

somewhat vague and tends to.fall flat; ...

Achternbusch _evidenltly  experienced
difficulty in nmnging his mnteriul He
relied overheavily on the atmosphare. of
8! bede tent proving absurd in ‘itself,
which It did nof,

When he chose to Iend i hnnd Woh-
derful, -albeit exaggerated, lséquences- Je=
suited,’ bt 'Achtémbusch's realily ond
that of'the beer tent’ ricver réatly founid
a common’ denornindtor. ndt e\'en In
contradictién. "

"Yet ' Herbert Achtembuseh‘a periodic
flushes of genlus nonétheless rerider {his
tragicomedy so undeniably superios’ to
recent cinemnalic output in this 'céuniry
‘hat Bierkarnpf, despite iis shoricomings,
remains & work -of ‘cinemetic art iliat s
well -‘worth seeing..:- Eekhardt Sehmidt.

-4 . (Deutiche 2éfting; 35 Maidh £977)
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Homework a burden for both
child and parents, say teachers

Among the many problems of our
society there is one which educe-
lionalists and cxperts in family affairs
have so far largely ignored. The reason
for this is that the parents of school-
children have a certain reluctance to
point out this problem and call a spade

n spade,

This problem involves the inclusion
of the parents in the schools' perfor-
mance requirements which have Intely
given rise to widespread criticiam.

In other words, it seems that the
schools can only maintain the standnrds
of performance required of them by en-
listing the active support of parents, But
neither lawmakers nor educationalists
have os yet asked themsclves whellier
parents are willing and in a position to
cope with this additional burden — es-
pecially in view of the fact that family
slrucn_lres are lecoming more and more
precarious.

The head of the Centre for New Teach-
ing Mcthods at Tubingen University,
Walter Zifreund, likened our schools to
a shoe factory which, instead of provid-
ing complete shacs, gives the customer o
box contuining soles, uppers and hevls,
expeeling him 1o assemble the shoe
himself,

The whole thing goes under the label
of homework, and the schools uct as if
the majority of students could handle
this work withoul outside ficlp,

Unfortunately this whole system is; as
Herr Zifreund put it, an illusion, be-
Gl U entine setup of semi-finished
products would collapse in practice if it
were not for the mothers who have be-
come the slaves of our schools.

Says an elementary school teacher and
member of the Child Protection Society:
“Even in elementary schools ‘the chil-
dren would be unable to cope with their
homework without parental help.”

And yet, if polls are anything to go
by, 95 per cent of parents and teachers
coniser homework “useful” or “very use-
ful”, notwithstanding the meanwhile ge-
nenlly recognised harmful effects of our
rerfomlance-orientalcd educational sys-
em.

This utilitarian way of thinking to
some extent explains why parents are
prepored to subinit to the demands
placed on them with regard 1o
helping oul with homework on top of

In the past few years dyslexia has more
and more been used to deseribe and
excuse below-standard performance by
teachers, students, educational policy
inakers and parents,

The reading and spelling inadequacies
of children with normal intelligence,
which is frequently deseribed by means
of this now fashionable term, still lacks
an exact scientific definition,

The Rhinelund-Palatinate Minister of
Education Dr Hanna-Renate Laurien
sald recently “We know that dyslectic
children muke the same mistakes os
others, only they make them more fre-
quently. But we are also beginning to
understand thal we eannot evade educa-
tional responsibilily by using clinical
terminology.™

As a rmesull, says Dr Laurien, we
should begin to teach reading and writ-
ing in the same manner as we teach it
to dyslectic children. if this were done,

the many other stresses to which they

are exposed.

But a major problem is the parents’
inability to understand educational in-
novations such as New Math and “total
reading” to which they are unaccustom-
ed from their own school days and
which they therefore have to learn from
gcratch,

And what about equal opportunity
which our school system Is supposcd to
provide and which can certainly not be
provided by such methods, since chil-
dren whose parents are unable to play
the role of tutor are clearly at a disad:
vanliage,

Thus, aware of their impotence vis-a.
vis the school as a distributor of socia
opportunities, most parents resignedly
permit themselves to be pressed intc
this tutor role because they must ge
their children through school, come hel
or high waler,

As a result, the long march through
the various stations of our modern cer-
tificate fuctorics leads to parcnts having
to relinquish their own interests. It also
leads to a loss of faith, love and confi-
dence.on the part of the children — as
indicated by reporis of doctors, psycho-
logists and educationalists — and fre-
quently ends in phohias, psychiatric
syndromes and alcoholisim anong
schoolchildren.

Miny of these children fall prey to
these conditions. The growing number
of sulcides among students, triggered by
fni!ulrc- at school, is only the tip of 3 gi-
gantic iceberg of psychological distuz-
bances created by excessive performance
requirements on the part of parents and
the schools,

In his book Umgang mit der Schuje
{(How to Handle School), Horst Speichert
recommands a propliylactic concept as
hr_st. nid_ for parennts confronted with
crisis situation. Says Herr Speichert:
“The help which children need must
not_ consist in pressure, but in support
against the demands of the school™

This means, above all, emotional sup-
port. If children — due to thejr differing
leaming abilities — are exposed to djs-
couraging disqualification processes from
the very beginning it can cause lasting
damage 10 the child's self-esteem, and it
is then up to the parents to reassure
their children that they are loved, want-
ed and appreciated at home :for what

EE—

Dyslexia still
cannot he

properly defined

we would soon find that there would be
much less dyslexia.

In her assessment of the  situation,
Frau' Lourden' is supported by leading
dyslexia experts who have arrived at the
conclusion that this condition is 4 mix-
ture of plausible supposition and ‘wan-
ton deflnitions without fixed symptoms,

The experts assume that dyslexia is
being used 1o justify practical education-
al actions and that it las an alibi func-
tion for teachers, -

- Despite -these problems with the phe-
nomenon  itsell, Rhineland-Palptinate
will continue with its internationally re-

lhey are and not for their performance

at school.

Only this can enable the children to
face the next day at school and the
competition this entails with the neces-
sary self-confidence,

But it is this very attitude which
many parents find so difficult to adopt.
Instead of acting as their children’s pro-
lectors and absorbing some of the
school pressures, they frequently add to
these pressures — usually with the best
of intentions — by punishments such as
withdrawal of play privileges, TV view-
ing time, pocket money and, in many
instances, by physical punishment and
the withholding of affection.

A great many children must buy their
parents’ affection with good marks.

In the name of a supposedly “belter
future”, all this leads to a school-family
relationship which makes the present
intolerable for the child.

Says a secondary school teacher: “[
have frequently discussed with my col-
leagues whether we should abolish ho-
mework altogether or perhaps give ho-
mework in a manner that would be fun

+ for the childwen. But the subject of ho-

mework has become something of a
holy cow, and no one dares to touch
upon it

The number of those who dured milk
this cow — if only tentatively — on its
pasture of empirical experiments is very
small indeed.

There have been a mere four studies
on the subject of homework made in
the Fedeml Republic during the past
twenty-five years — and even these dis-
appeared in the flood of more than 500
articles on cducational matters published
every month.

But this has probably suited the pro-
ponents of the drill method because
these four studies would have destroyed
Ihc. myth of the cducational coffect of
obligatory copying, repetition and learn-
ing by heart,

There are perfectly practicable ways
out of the homework dilemma. Bul the
parents would have to insist that home-
work consist only of work which has
been thoroughly explained at school and
therefore docs not have to be explained
again by mother or father.

Until parents take such a stand, says
Professor Hellmuth Diwald of Erlangen
— himself the father of two children —
homework will remain the daily Stations
of the Cross for parents. .

Says Professor Diwald: “The demigods
of our school system have yoked the
parents to the vehicle of their school
objective. As a result, the parental home
will  remain the nalion’s auxiliary

school.” . E. Schirmbeck .
(Deutsche Zellung, 25 March 1977)

coghised supplementary education “for
dyslectic children, .
+ This decision has been prompled by
the still unsolved question whether there
is sych a thing as a “hard core” of dys-
leclics whose inability to read and spell
is due fo organic causes. '
Moreover, the supplementary teaching
of a child which is deemed to be dyslec.
tic, with tho attendant suspension of the
marking system, can have psychological-
ly beneficial cffects and help the child
to cscape exaggerated demands on the
pact of its parents. -
Minister Laurlen suspects that the reas-
ons for the inadequacies in reading
and spelling — some 14,000 children re-
ceive supplementary scthooling in Rhine-
land-Polatinate ‘in the school year
1976/77 - are primarily attributable to
the fact that children in modern society
‘are more easily distracted than egrlier
generations. M. Biermann

-, (Nordwest Zeltung, 18 March i977)

——

Stricter ker)
drill urged for

young childre,

To the edge of the pavement ol
further, should be the Ruiding py

ciple for children of pre-schop )
the street — be they alone or will 15
parents.

The cdge of the sidewalk, b
which lurks the danger of automy;
motorbikes and bicyeles, should ez
ate the limits of a child's freedpy,
movement until it has leamed to ey
street.

This is the objective of the G,
Traffic Sofety Council which, in o
ration with a West German TV petw
has evolved a new five-part chili;
serles entitled “Dotll — Children ni;
fic” which is to be broadcast op §i
afternoons from 17 April to 5Ma.

Children are unpredictable in 1
and tend-to prove their cournge k:
tions which are frequently Fatal, Lz
alone some 60,000 children unda-
age of 15 were involved in traffic
dents, of which 1,150 were fatal.

Children of pre-school age ar p
cularly prone to accidents. It is Lbex
of paramount importance, says the G
man Truffic Safety Council, for pui
to provide an example.

Observations prove that aduls »
frequently anything but exemphry ¢
their behaviour. A particularly frequr
mistake made by adulis is to ecrossi
street against a red traffic light whit
children patiently wuit for the light £
change to green. \

The only admonishment gaents i
to children is usually just “walch out fe
the traffic™, This, says the Geman Te'
fic Safety Coundil, is not enough s
the very young ones do not even ko
exactly what to watch out for.

The psychologists Maria Limbe:
and Rudolf Ctinther established IEJ
only one in three four to fiveyewe
know how to cross a strect at a nm
pace. Most children just dash &
heedless of the traffic. .

Small children cannot see Wil
going on beyond a car. And thret¥
olds have a hard lime coming "{'t,
when running, nor can they disting
from which direction o car-hom $F
has come. Their concentration #%
does not extend| beyond 15 seconds.

Professor  Gerhard  Stéicker ;
Wiirzburg lins evolved a timo pin
traffic education, since more than b
all parents begin to teach their chilt?

‘too late — usudlly when they are fo2

Professor “Stocker recommends ¥
tiaffic education begin at the

three, when ‘the' child should be W

that it may not step off the side™
and explained that It must stop o’
hears & car homn being sounded. A
year old should be told to use its 3¢
or tricycle only on the pavemenl, »
But once children go to schoal ¥
should attain a certain deg® '
Independence in traffic,” followins “'f
ful instruction by the pa'rehts.lToo_.%
tl;oncern about the child can P.W“’..-".:;
ul. e
Studies ‘show that childrefi Wl‘?':f
been over-protected by their R”',"’"'" -
wlio, ‘until their second or fhird ¥ "
yéar, have beer ‘taker to Sch #
miich - mote-in" jepardy than

‘who hqu'e been leéss proteoted, e, it
Independent dnd' tinderstand,fmlfit i
S Rdlf.-”f."t'-'%'-. |

bty

. J.
.flg

* (Kdlner Stad_l-;t.n-zélue'l'..“'m“”
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killer with few sympto

High blood pressure is much more
widespread than generally assumed.
Some 40 per cent of deaths In the
Federal Republic of Germany can, in va-
rying degrees, be attributed to this dis-
order.

If the ailment is recognised and
treated in time it can be remedied, and
many heart and circulatory ailments
with fatal complications such as heart
altucks and strokes could be prevented.

Alas, the carly diagnosis of high blood
pressure is hampered by the fact that —
as 8 rile — the dangerous «isease causes
no physical complaints that would in-
duce a palient lo see a doctor. As a re-
sult, locating the risk factor high blood
pressure is one of the most importunt
lasks of preventive medicine.

A study recently presented by the Ha-
dische  Anilin-  und  Sodafabrik  AG
{BASF) on the frequency of high blood
pressure among the working population
was aimed primarily at locating people
suffering from this ailment and inducing
them to see their physician,

The study also wanted to ik down
chunges in  heart functions resulting
from hypertension by means of clectro-
vardiograms,  Mareover, Lhe  scientists
who worked on (he study wunted to
trace links between hypertension and
other risk fuctors for the heart and the
circulatory system by means of lubora-
tory tests.

Some 37,000 stalf members of BASF

ke -

THE GAME OF KINGS

Chess seta manufactured In the best
traditions of this venerable game.
Wo speclalise in chess sels of all
kinde, offering high quality goods
and quick dellverlas at very lavour-
able prices. Cur range also includes
cheas clocks, backgammon sets, Kung-
Fu, table skitties, dominoas, Mikado,
dice beakers, yo-yos ,Variei"-Pul-
Together-Seis and other items. Pic-
lured here is just one sample of
aur production. Bohemia is a parma-
nent exhibitor al the Nuremberg
Intarnational Toy Fair {Hall G5, 1-21)
and you'll also lind us at the Frank-
furt Spring’Autumn Fair —~ Hall 4,
Gangway G, on Stand 40702

We'll be giad to supply lurther details
of the range and lo quote for your
requirements,

BOHEMIA

Tha Chaas Speclalist

P.O. Box 15

D-8901 Hetligkreuzslelnach
Nr. Heldelberg —

W. Germany
Tel.:08220/219

High blood pressure, the

ms

o wan gt o

g
b LR

that was carried out in 1974. Within a
span of six minutes, their blood pressure
was measured three times in the vicinity
of their piace of work.

This initial test proved that physical
work must be considered an antidote for
high blood pressure, Morcover, the field
study confirmed the resulis of epidemio-
logical research in the United States and
in Europe whereby every sixth man and
every ninth woman suffers from high
blood pressure,

Two-thirds of hypertension sufferers
knew nothing about their condition.
And of those test persons who knew
about their condition only one in three
was being treated.

This demonstrates the importunce of
preventive checkups and ot the same
lime stresses the necessity of checking
(he blood pressure when carrying out a
medical examination for whatever reas
on. II' this were done, every doctor
could take preventive measures without
the Dlood pressure fest requicing much
of his time,

The study has furtherimore established
that there is no vonmection between a
person's height and his blood pressure.
although there is a connection hetween
"blood pressure and overvreight. '

The researchers were surprised, how-
ever, to find that there wus a link be-
tween smoking habits and hypertension.
People who had never smoked frequent-
ly had high blood pressure, whereas the

blood pressure of former smokers wag
only minimally higher than normal.

According to Professor Wagner of the
German Cuancer Research Centre in
Heidelberg, this must not lead to the
fallacious conclusion that smoking pre-
vents hypertension. In all likelihood
there are other risk factors which play
an imporfant role. Thus for instance
non-smokers are frequently more over-
weight than smokers, and elderly cigar
smokers frequently have a higher cho-
lesterol level.

Particularly slarlling was the observa-
tion that smokers more frequently find
blood in their urine than non-smokers.
According to Professor Wagner “this is
of considerable interest with repard fo
the discussion about a possible link be-
tweenr smoking and cancer of the blad-
der” Konrnd Miltler-Christiansen

(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 25 March 1977)

— e
Continued from paga 8

life, During the war years in Berlin she
was  in trusteeship,  Daving  studied
numagement economics,

She suls preat store by pemonal con-
Liact with bankers, but work for the most
parl means paperwork, padicularly e
veiling of monthly reports submitted hy
the various banks.

She took a PhD in Gottingen in 1948
with & thesis on Stages in the Direction
of a Definition of the Nature of Monvy.
Until 1902 she worked in Hanover,
sialily in the banking Jepartment of
the Finanee Ministry.

I'mu Bihre usually works well into
the esening, but she still manages
find time for her habbies, which include
vooking and embroidering East Prussian
bridal attire.

Since 1aking osar o hiwand ol Uie Bur-
lin agency she hus-sudvevdvdaine-vampl
ting two bridal carpets. One is in regular
W in a church neer Hanover where her
Jaughter-in=law is a clergywoman.

Gurold Osterloh

(Hunnoversche Aligemelne, 26 Macch 1977)

Psychology helps fight flab

cientists of the Psychiatric Clinic of

Gbttingen Universily have Jeveloped
a promising new thermpy for obesity.
They succeeded in treating appetite dis-
orders in such a manner that 180 test
women lost a total of 1.5 tons of weight
within six months. Their therapy proved
successful in 70 per cent of the cases.

The researchers began their work on
dietary psychology seven years ago. By
means of costly empirical tests they sue-
ceeded in tracking down the causes of
aberrani eating habits.

In the course of their work they were
able to prove that the obese are more
influenced- by outside stimuli than by
their bodies® control mechanisms in their
dietary behaviour, .

Their appetite can be stimulated by
the time of day, the availability of food,
stress, boredom or loneliness. Although
this dependence can be observed ameng
people of normul weight as well, the lat-
ter still exercise control over their
eating,

Bused on this realisation, the work
group developed a programnie in which
the counting of calories is of sccondary
importance. Thelr aim was to teach their
palients to observe themselves, and to
assess and reward themselves, -

By guidelines. such as “al home !l
only cat at the place designated for that
purpose™; or “I only keep planned food-
stuffs in the house™; or “J'll put a nior-
sel on my fork and halve it before put-

ting it in my mouth™ the scientists re-
veal wrong habils and muke their pa-
tients rethink.

The loss of weight is planned so that
it will occur over an extended period
and losses of more than ome kilo per
woek are considered undesirable.

Of particular importance is the crea-
tion of new “ersatz" outside stimuli.
Recognition, reward and fear of ridicule
within the therapy group as well as self-
conlidence proved effective means of
correcling aberrant behaviour during the
six months of the test progmmme.

The care of the group has been
devized in such a manner that it can be
placed into the hands of laymen.

Considering that some 20 million
obese people are in need of treatment in
this country, the scientists felt that only
programme which does nol require
specialists can be g success.

Moreover, the cost element is a major
point in favour of (he new programmnic.
While & stationary zero diet costs about
500 deutschmarks: for every- kile of
wight lost, the cosl of the.new pro-

amme would amount to.a mere 7

cutschmarks per kilo.

The Gditingen group is determined to
tnke the bull by the homs. The next
step will be the developmeni of & psy-
chotherapeutic programime [or those 30
per cent of participants who fell by the
wayside, - dpa .

{MUnchner Merkug, 24 March 1977)

Complete middle
ear transplants
prove a success

rofessor Christian Betow, Berlin, is

still the only surgeon capuble of
transplanting a preserved middle ear in
toto.

He carried out his first transplant of
this organ in 1959. Meanwhile, he has
stcceaded in restoting hearing without
mechanical aid — in other words, a heu-
ring aid — to 780 patients.

A trunsplant’ of the middle ear is in-
dicated when, following surgery to re-
move that part of the ear, as frequently
has to be done a3 the result of an infec-
tion, replacement becomes necessary.
But the operation cin also be carried out
in cuses of eerlain hereditary malforn-
tions, when it can restore fubl hearing
ability to the patient.

The organs to be trunsplinted consist
of parts of the eardrum, the hununer,
the anvil and the sticrups.

The transplant organs Must be remov-
cd within 24 hours following death and
preserved in a special solution at a tem-
pentture of four degrees centigride, One
week later they can be released for the
operation.

Fransplants of pitrts of the middle car
are carried ol all over the world taday.
While many organs of the middle ear
vy be implanted, the stirmups are usual-
ly replaced by a simple wire foop. In
this manner earing can be restored vir-
tually completely, althoupgh sucoess 1
Nl as comineing as in sy where o
natural stirup s been transphuted.

This operation van now be carried oul
by the method developed by Profossar
Buetow, whereby the middle car is trans-
planted as a whole,

But such an operation can only le
successful if thwe inner ear is still oper-
ational. Morcover, the so called resene
of the inner var provides the absolute
limit for the extent to which hearing
can be restored,

In most of the cases operated on by
Professor Betow it was possible o
achieve an improvement of between 20
and 30 decibefs,

Most impressive is the case of a
woman patient who, prior to the opera-
lion, was unable to hear sounds of less
than 70 decibles, Following the opera-
tion she was able to understand whis-
pers spoken at a distance of 30 centi-
meters from her ear.

The transplant surgery of the middle

ear is always carried out under local
anagsthelic, The organ to be transplant-
ed is attached by means of gelatine
.which digsolves after a while or can be
sucked away later. .
" In the first few days after the opera-
tion the patient is treated with  antibio-
tics and cortisone in order to prevent
rejection of the new organ. As a rule, he
can be discharged from hospital after a
week, . . .

The new middle ear takes about four
to six weeks to yraflt itself into position,
Hearing is usually .restored sfter six.fo
Iwelve months. oL

A number of @imporant ; advantages
speak in favour of transplants. As op-
posed to & hearing aid, the surpery can
restore full hearing. Furthermore, it pre-
venis atrophying of the reserve of the
inner ear, which virtually always, occurs
where mechanical hearing aids are used.’

Konrad Mtjlfe}-Clufsﬁnn.ren

{Frankfurter Rundechau, 23 March 197T)
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Children’s villages offer the

abandoned a new family -

chool hoilldays are just about to

begin in Worpswede, near Bremen,
Children at the SOS children’s village
‘are looking forword to a rest Fromn the
trials and tribulations of leamning.

In & way ithe holidaya will also make
life easier for the matrons who each
look after a “famlly” of children. During
term time children of various ages can
be home from school at any timé be-
tween half past eleven and two, clamou-
ring for lunch and parched with thirst.

During the holldays Mstron Chrls-
tlaue Tetzlaff of House No, 6 can be rea-
sonably sure that her chilldren will turn
up at regular hours for nourshment, .

Her children are Lors, aged eight,
Frank, aged twelve, Rita, aged thirteen,
and Norbert, aged fourteen, In pleasur-
able anticipation of the Easter holidays
they have just finished lunch and are
working out how they plen to spend the
afternoon.

Christiane Tetzlaff, betraying not the
slighiest sign of nerves, invites the visi-
lors into the peace and quiet of her own
comlortable room with ifs view of &
garden full of the harbingers of spring.

“You need good nerves — the best -
to make the grade as a house matron
here at ihe children’s village,” Frau Tetz-
laff says.

She is not the sort who views life
through rose-tinted spectacles or is given
to exeggerate the good points and con-
veniéntly forget the bad. Anyone who
fancies her chances as_a children’s ma-
tron, she says, will need {o be strictly
down-to-earth. There iz no such thing'as
a world in which children are invariably
well-behaved. S .

Christiane Tetzlaff may not describe
her work in glowing, glotious colour, but
she is clearly keenly convinced that she
is doinga good job. . .

Including her current four she- has
been and continues. to be & mother to
fourteen young people. .- -

Frau Tetzlaff is a nurse by profession
and started work at her first children’s
village in the Black Forest in 1960. She
“imothered” nine children there before
moving to Worpswede twelve years ago:

Her ambition in lifé hes bekn to help
other people as directly as possible. She
concedes that motherhood is more than
a nine-to-five job but claims that she
would not have it any other way.

It can be hard and unrelenting work,
keeping her busy round the clock, and
although she and her children live like a
nomal family, additional problems do
arise. .

Only one child in twenty is' an or
phan. Most come from broken homes
and need to be rehabilitated ‘with infi-
nite palience and care. Children are sent
here in the first place on the recom-
mendation of the local authority.

Christigne Tetzloff is firmly convinced

- that the educational principles of the

children’s villoge are sound but admiis
that there may be odvantages fo be
derived from placing children: with fos-

ter-parents. “It depends from one in-
stance to another,” she says.

Matrons at the various children's vil-
lages are cerfainly kept on their toes.
They attend refresher courses and sem-
Inars whenever the opportunity arlses in
order to keep abreast of the Iatest deve-
lopments in education theory and child
care.

Whenever Frou Tetzlaff goes off on a
weekend’s course a standby is at the re~

ady to look. after her four children in
House No. 6.

The toughest problem yon face in her
line of work, she reckons,:is that of re-
faining a personality of your own and
not ollowing jourself to be showed
under by the avalanche of work and the
multifude of problems encountered by
the children.

“It is far easler to intervene when you
retaln your own individuality and remain
in o position to articulate wishes and
demands of your own,” Frau Tetzlaff
adds. But she sounds a little doubtful, as
though life in practice is slightly more
gemanding.

- Whenever possible she trles to keep
the “family" together. They eifher ali
play games around the family table, or
storics are read and other ways and
means sotght of resisting the tempta-
tion to switch on the TV set.

Qutdoor activities are also provided.
The village itself has two ponies and a
redskin encampment, Malron Tetzlalf
likes to see her children make friends
with children from outside the village.

This makes obvious sense: the more
children they know oufside their im-

medinté circle, the less the SOS children
will find that life centres around their
OwWn community.

Therapy and social work are both writ
largs at the children’s village. Berthold
Dunkel, a young psychologist, not only
provides individunl and group therapy
for the chitdren; he alse holds regular
meetings of matrons to review problems
and prospects. No one is left to his or
her own devices.

Berthold Dunkel outlines the- many
ways there are of establishing a relation-
ship with younpsters — by means of
educational leisure activities such as sail-
ing, metal- and woodwork and other
hobbies, for instance. They all combine
both instruction and therapy, not to
mention Reeping the children busy.

Psychologist Dunkel has nothing ‘but
the highest praise for the tireless ma-
frons. He knows only too well how
many enthusiastic volunteers turn up

Matron Christiana Tetzlaff with har children

(Photos: SOS-Kinderdods)

and how many fail to make the ki
a punishing treining course,

Within the conventional confiss
aid to young people the SOS chidr
villages stand out as an uncomm:..
effective organisation. They resm it
dren from the isolation of life frachl
dren’s home and provide them wih %
curity and stability at a time when th
number of children in local authe:
care is on the increase and the numb
of foster-parents on the decline,

Rehabilitation of 2 child deprived ¢
family is a complicated and edfuosios
ly demanding process. Stalf at the 3
children’s villages are both responst
and experienced. _

What is more, they ure not dogms
and would be the first to agree \hth
organisation is only vne of u nunba e
‘ways of helping parentless chiidren, &

‘one way does not preclude the ofher -
foster-parents, for instance.

(Bremor Nachrichlen, 26 Nach 19

_ |

Hermann Gmelner launched his SOS

childrens village mgre .'than 25 .

years ago, He camie to réallse during the
hardships of the immediate post-war
period that abandoned children nead
more than food and drink and & roof
over their heads. What they need is o
substitute . for the parents they can: no
fonger call. their own and.a.real home
rather than the orphanage or children’s
home., : .

The idea on’ which his ‘Kinderdorf is
based i3 that seven or eight boys tnid
girls of various ages live as a famiily with
thetr matron in a home of their own in
the children’s village. The idea was
quick to spread in’ this country ‘and be-
fore long gairied worldwide populatity,

There are now twelve SOS children’s
villages in the Federal Republic and
nine in Austria, A further 118 villages in
59 countries are modelled slong similar
lines and backed by four million regular
contributors to Hermann Gmeiners cha-
rity, SOS Kinderdor! International,

Ammersec is the oldest SOS chil-
dren’s village in this countsy. The village
is picturesquely located on a slope in
the Bavarian Alps overlooking the small
market fown al Diessen. '

lt consists of elghteen individual
homes and the village cenire, run by, the
carctaker, who is the only man in the
village. The rest are women, the hard-
‘wotking matrons, ' '

They come from all wniks; of life and

spend two years in gruelling trainlng be-
fore embarking on. what they -all agree is

-1 ‘Refuge’ idea was

launched
| I25._'yearé:a'g'6 -

one “ofi the ‘most -rewarding. jobs. there
can possibly be, - - R

Kiite Greinwald .is one of the women
who run the Kinderdorf:She used to.be
& -maid but. on.reaching the conclusion,
at ‘the age of thirty-five, that she was not
going to get martied, she applied for a
job as children's village matron. :

That was seven years ago and she ls
never regrefted the. decision .for &
moment. She i3 as fond of ber six chil-
dren as if they were her own and they
call. her “Mummy”" so naturatly that
there cannot be any doubt whatever that
Kille Greinwald and her children really
are a family. - —
. The children thethselves' grow up feel-
ing very much brother and sister, as ex-
perionce over the past twonty years has
proven, : e

Frau Greinwald’s neighbours are:.all
Kinderdorf matrons of long standing
who have brought up ‘between' fifteen
and twenly boys and girls over the years.
“Grown-up” children regularly : revisit
the village and their-own new bLrothers
and sisters, L .o
. Some are now married - with- children
of their own: Entire families revisit the
village and pay their: respects 0.2 -Kin-
derdorf matzon who .is now a. *grand-
mother” . L L TL IR

[
‘It is not difficult to divine what ba
made Hermann Gmeiner's idea such-
‘sucoess, His children’s villages imba
'the children. with a feling of ot b
‘alone in the world. Kinderdorf kids i
a home of their own where they
jways welcome.
i Not even the besl-run converh®
,children’s homne is In o- position ¥
.vide such a 'sense of security whii®
‘plians and children from broken b
50 badly need to -gain- the self4t
:dence that ought to'be o childs M
right. . SRR S
Specialists have since confirmed “bl
Hermann Gmelner sensed -intulti
\quarter of a' century ngo. Childeh®
;pecially small children, need-a &
jrelationghip with an-adult if thl')’--"'_"
come Intfo their own. :
+ They also need experience of €
;life." At the: children’s village .
‘not served in a canteen and clolhé:
'not handied by o laundry. S0
\cooks for her own “children” and 5!
~go shopping and make do with hef »
.sekeeping, money like dny: other ¥, .

.. wif¢ and mother. -

. SOS children do not attérid an |
‘tional school either; they go 1 U
jlocal primary. or:secondary schook 8.
jdren must be given, every enejund:
'ment to develop whatever . talpnls{Ed;.
‘can call their own, Kinderdorf: spts|
‘maintain, . .y 0 g
__The SO$ children’s villages 0¥
‘an example” that is gaining In
currency all over the world. .

] ¥ all over the Uj;:}(}iﬁﬁchw |
V... . (Kiglet Nachrichren, 19 Mashih!
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* Football’s Grand Old Man

Sepp Herberger turns 80

‘Sopp Herbarger, probebly this country's
most popular sporting figurs, turned
.eighty on 28 March, Herboarger captained
-and coachsd the natlonal soccar team for
'28 years. He has been the sibject of
‘reams of commentary In his time and
‘congratulations hava poured in to mark
"his alghtieth birthday. Virtually everyone
in Qermany romamhers Sepp Herbaerger
:as the cosch who guided his squad to
‘Werld Cup honours at Bsrne, Switzer-
land, in 1964, as a soceer genlus, an
unswerving mastermind and friend and a
‘past mastar at simple but effective
,foothall tralning.

epp Herberger’s greatest day was un-
wJdoubtedly 4 July 1954, when the
national team he had coached for so
many years beat Hungary ogainst all the
odds fo win soccer’s World Cup in
Berne, Switzerland.

Thercafter he enjoyed the confidence
of the general public even when luck
seemed to be against both him and his
squad. Bad luck was not long in putting
in an appesrance elther. Herberger the
master tacticlan who always spoke his
mind and usually got hiz own way
retained the upper hand and continued
to do so until he decided for himself
when he proposed to retire,

When he did so, on 7 June 1964, he
had been Reich and Federal chief coach
for 28 years. lle had been awarded every
distinction association football hos to
offer, not to mention the Grand Cross
of the Federal Order of Merit.

His teams ‘had- come-firstz~fourth and- --g

fifth respectively in the World Cup
tournaments in Switzerland in 1954,
Sweden in 1958 and Chile in 1962,
When success or failure were at stake
the Boss as he was known, was not a
man to compromise, still less to suc-
tumb to sentiment. In Chile he replaced
goalie Hans Tilkowski by his understudy
Wolfgang Fahrian in mid-tournament
without so much as a by-your-leave.

Eight years previously,'In Switzerland, - *

Berni Klodt likewise learnt to his cost
that Herberger was no respecler of per-
sons where the team was concerned.

won 4-1 and 7-2 respectively, Klodi, -

who played outside-right for Schalke,
had to step down for Helmut Rahn.
Rahn, Herberger was convinced, would
Pprove even more devastating: -

In the event he wes proved right.

Rahn scored the crucial goals. Once

* After two great games apainst Turkey,

ogain Sepp Herberger was reckoned to
have a psychological knack. His squad
admitted without hesitation .that he was
an unporalleled leader of men, as he so
often proved in man-to-man pep talks.

Players capped during Herberger’s
tenure unquestioningly accepted every
word he said, no matter how trivial it
seemed. And Scpp's basic tenels sound-
ed simple enough: “The ball is round,”
“each game lasts ninety minutes,” “the
next opponent is always the toughest”
and “sfter the game means before the
game.”

Simple and stmightforward was the
way Herberger liked to appear, and only
Evg, the woman who has been his wife
for the past 55 years, felt able o smile
now and sgaln, but only from the dis-
tance, as it were, because she never at-
tended a single intemational game.

“A bank director doesn’s fake his wife
to work with him either” Sepp ex-
plained. So home life seemed lo be run
slong traditional, patriarchal lines too. In
sport Herberger was certainly always
stickler for discipline.

He came top of his degree class in
1930 at Berlin Academy of Physical
Education and invariably expected both
players and the many coaches he trained
fo be orderly and disciplined.

He always demanded the utmost both
from himsell and from others, but he
nlso always scemed to have a sixlh sense
for what was feasible.

Sepp Herberger
{Photo: Wilfiled Wiiters)

But in the 1938 World Cup tourna-
ment in France he was overruled. Her-
berger wanted o enter virtually the
complete Breslau eleven — the first
team with which he made his nome.

The Reichssporifithrer had other
ideas, however, He wanied to see a
Greater German team selected, so Her-
berger was obliged to combine the Ger-
man and Austrian teams. The result was
elimination in the first round of the
tompetition.

When the war was over Sopp Herber-
ger wis appointed Federal chief coach
with full powers. He was back in office
as an sbsolute monarch.

Yet matters were somehow different
after the World Cup win in Berne.
Coach Sepp Herberger, captain Fritz
Walter end the team were bowled over
by a wave of sympathy.

After nine bilter post-war years the
3-2 defeat of Hungary in Bermne was
more ihan & mere victory on the feld of
play. Any number of people expressed
their gratilude for what was hailed as
the Spirit of Spiez, where 1he squad had
held a pre-tournament treining camp.
Team spirit and comradeship still
counted for something, an entire coun-
try secmed to conclude.

This is perhaps why World Cup vic-
tory in 1954 counted for so much more
than the Munich win twenty years later.
“The first World Cup was a sensafion,
especially as we had been banned from
international soccer for cight long
years," Sepp Herberger recalls, “The se-
cond win,” he adds, “was nearly accord-
ing fo schedule”

As a first-rale midfied player wilh
Waldhof, Mannheim and Tennis Borus-
sia Berlin Herberger himself was capped
three times, apainst Finland, Ttaly and
Holland. He once clashed with the ex-
penses code and was banned temporari-

ey Jy: .

ful of others' eamings.

In 1954 players were paid a 300
deutschmark alfowmce; in 1974 they
recelved a 70,000-deutschmarks bonus.
Times change, he says with a shrug, but
will not accept this as an cxcuse for just
any behaviour.

“Under my acgis there would have
been no pre-tournament bargaining for
higher benuses™ Herberger .declares.
"Horst Eckel, one of the' Beme teany, is’
convinced that “Sepp Herberger would
be a great trainer cven in this day and
nge.n
- Who can teli? Conjectufe. is. mere
theory, and Sepp Herberger is a man

not need to argue the toss. He could

 hardly be morg popular th,ni he is alreg-

dyl 1T Rolf Hofiman,
{Munchner Markur, 26 March 1977)

Grand Prix drivers
ban Niirburgring
. circuit ‘5

This year's Formula One Federal Re-
public Grand Prix will be held not at
Ntrburgring, but at Hockenheim, bet-
ween Mannheim and Heldelberg. Former’
world champion racing driver Nikl Lauda
of Austrla, who was marked for life at
last year's Qrand Prix, imspected the'
22.835-kilometra Nilrburgring track In:
conjunction with fellow-driver John
Watson and concluded that the eighteen-
point safety requirements lasid down by
the Grand Prix Drivers Association had
only hean met in three instances. On
behalf of his fellow-drivers he announcad
that the Nirburgring clreult was out of
tha running a3 far as they wera concerned.
this season.

ountains will literally need moving

If the Nlrtburgring Grand Prix cir-
cuit is to survive aller the verdict given
by ex-world champion Niki Lauda of
Austrio on behalf of his lellow Grand
Prix drivers.

The [lifty-year-old Niirburgring course,
dubbed the most beautiful in the world,
badly needs a thoroughgoing road safety
facelift that will cost roughly forty mil-
lion deutschimarks,

“Unless politicians in  Bonn  and
Mainz take swift action, the Nirburgring
circuit will from part and parcel of
racing history in a very few years' time,”
a spokesman for Automobilclub ven
Deutschland commented in Frankfurt.

“Before long the NUrburgring will
only be suitable for minor national
events or cycle races.”

NI 5 scen as
the main reason why this state of affairs
has come about in the first place.
“Blame imust be hid in equal measure at
the doors of the Rhineland-Palatinate
state government in Muinz and of the
Federal government in Bonn, which has
yet to say a good word about motor
racing even though this country is the
foremost car-owning nation in Europe.”

Should politicians decide against ine
provements to the NOrburgring, this
icountry will be-left with only one Grand
Prix circult, Hockenheim, whereas neigh-
bouring France still boasts eight. ;

" Even Hockenheim has its shortcom-

with & practical bent. He certainly does -’ in&S: Jt Was only given a provisional go-

ahead as’a Formula One venue this sea-
son because crash barriers still need.
‘gonvorsion. - !

(I.-':E.nk'mﬁgr Neue Presge, 15 March 1977)
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